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Burundi 


President Buyoya Holds First News Conference 
EA181320 Bujumbura Domestic Service in French 
1800 GMT 16 Dec 87 


[Excerpts] The day’s great event is the lengthy news 
conference which Major Pierre Buyoya, the president of 
the Republic, gave to the national press. It was the first 
time since the changes of 3 September that the head of 
State met with Burundi journalists. They were all there, 
from the radio, television, the press, in short, all the 
media. All in all, there were about 50 of them. For 3 
hours and 20 minutes, from 0900 to 1220, the president 
of the Republic answered questions from the Burundi 


press. [passage omitted] 


Is not the accumulation of power in one person the same 
thing as when a whole nation sees only one person being 
glorified on the radio, the television, in the press, on the 
streets, and in the villages? We have called this the 
personality cult, and the answer to this wes given by 
President Buyoya. 


[Begin recording] [Buyoya] I think that here we must 
avoid introducing into our society ideas which belong to 
another world. In fact, you know that there are political 
systems where the personalaity cult is long outmoded. 
On the other hand, you are aware that in other societies, 
especially in the devloping world, the personality cult 
still exists. This is for reasons inherent in those societies. 
I believe that it is not the leaders who ask the people to 
build a personality cult around them. In any case, I 
would not ask the people to build a personality cult 
around me because I think that this is not the most 
important thing in public affairs. But then the Burundi 
people, or any other society of its calibre, may feel that it 
is necessary to talk of these leaders, to talk about its 
president, about what the government and the institu- 
tions are doing, because it is necessary in such societies. 
I think that often this is a necessity because our people 
must be mobilized in some way or another, in a partic- 
ular way. And this does not necessarily exist in much 
more developed societies than ours. Thus as far as I am 
concerned, the personality cult would not have any 
meaning unless it enables leaders to reach praiseworthy 
and useful goals for the entire Burundi people, and not 
for the sake of the personality of the president. I think 
that, as such, the president does not need it. Therefore, 
you must draw a distinction between what we call a 
personality cult here at home and elsewhere. [end record- 


The national press asked a series of questions about the 
party, the division of power, and the Constitution. The 
president of the Republic indicated that, on some issues, 
answers would be premature, since task forces are at 
work drawing up documents for the restructuring of the 
party, as well as a constitutional document to be pre- 
sented to the people of Burundi so that they can discuss 
its contents. 
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Therefore Maj Pierre Buyoya did not set an exact dead- 
line for the publication of these documents. 


The journalists present at the news conference echoed 
the rumors and opinions circulating within the popula- 
tion. As soon as we learned of the appointment of some 
minister or other of the former regime who had been 
given a post in one or another parastatal organizations, 
most of the people started shouting: Why should former 
beneficiaries of the generosity of the Bagaza regime be 
given posts, while there are unemployed cadres who are 
just waiting to be recruited to some post? Is it a human- 
itarian act, or does it mean that they were not involved 
in the mismanagement of the past regime? [passage 
omitted) 


[Begin recording] [Unidentified correspondent] In the 
course of all the meetings of the party, did the badasi- 
gana [militants] seek to know why some senior officials 
of the Second Republic were transferred to the parasta- 
tals? 


[Buyoya] This is a question about wi. .ch a great deal has 
been written, especially in Bujumbura. | will answer the 
question in five points. 


1. The authorities of the Third Republic meant to put an 
end to the obscure practices which existed during the 
regime of the Second Republic. In accordance with those 
practices, a former holder of public office was doomed 
indefinitely to be a vagrant. I apologize for the use of the 
word. This was the rule. Six months after !osing his job, 
the unfortunate person could be seen in the streets in a 
miserable state. Maybe the intention was to amuse the 
public. But I think that these were inhuman measures, 
measures which violated fundamental human rights. In 
addition to this, the measures contributed to stripping 
the servants of the state of their dignity and demoralizing 
them. I think that this is what we witnessed for quite a 
long period in the Second Republic. Thus we wanted to 
make a clear difference and a total break with this sort of 
practice. 


2. This measure is in the context of a series of measures 
taken to create a feeling of self-confidence in all those 
who are serving the state. We denounced all these 
practices in our declaration to the Burundi people on 5 
September. We decided to act in order to bring changes 
to this sector. This is why, under certain conditions, we 
rehabilitated some civil servants who were wrongly dis- 
missed. We rehabilitated the civil servants who were 
affected by a measure prohibiting them from working, 
especially former senior government civil servants. 


What many Burundians do not know is that, under the 
regime of the Second Republic, many people who had 
occupied high posts in the state machinery were banned 
from working anywhere in Burundi, even though the 
persons concerned were not charged with theft, embez- 
zlement, or anything else. These are the obscure prac- 
tices we have talked about. We have decided that, under 
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the regime of the Third Republic, all these people may 
apply for jobs and get them in the normal way, just like 
anybody else. Of course, those who stole anything, or 
those who are being prosecuted for particular offenses 
will be dealt with by the law. 


So, we have rehabilitated those who were banned from 
working, those who were wrongly dismissed—under spe- 
cial conditions of course—those who were retired early, 
all those wrongly suspended by decree, and those 
unfairly returned to the civil service pool. We have asked 
the minister for public works and all concerned to study 
these cases, one by one, in order to rehabilitate those 
who deserve it. Therefore, the measure we have taken is 
within this framework. 


3. It should be noted that not all former dignitaries of the 
Second Republic have committed offenses. There are 
even some among them who courageously denounced 
publicly the embezzliements, corruption, and fiscal 
frauds. There was no reason to leave such people on the 
streets. 


4. This measure does not exonerate anyone who is guilty 
of an offence. The law will not hesitate to deal with 
anyone who is guilty of a crime. 


Finally, and in order to confirm what | was saying about 
this, we think that we ought to sweep away the past and 
give civil servants back their confidence. We will then 
have the right to expect sacrifice from them, and we will 
be entitled to be ruthless towards those who fail. This is, 
therefore, our justification for a measure which people 
have blown out of proportion and in an unreasonable 
manner, it seems to me. 


[Unidentified correspondent] \our excellency, Mr Pres- 
ident, a question which parallels the previous one. Dur- 
ing the recent sectional meetings, the badasigana 
expressed surprise about recent appointments of high- 
ranking officials which seem to signal a return to the 
denounced practices of the Second Republic, practices 
such as mwana wa mama [nepotism] and mpinga yanje 
{cronyism]. What do you say to this, Your Excellency, 
Mr President? 


[Buyoya] Firstly, I think that you are doing the badasi- 
gana an injustice by blaming them for the rumors circu- 
lating in the streets of Bujumbura. I do not know how far 
the badasigana are behind this assertion. First, I will 
deny the assertion. 


I am in a position to assert that where these appoint- 
ments are concerned, the authorities of the Third Repub- 
lic have kept their promise, to combat actively the 
practices you have just mentioned, the practices of 
mpinga yanje and mwana wa mana. I think that an 
impartial observer would say that this is the first time 
this has been done in the history of Burundi. And we are 
determined to forge ahead. While we are on this ques- 
tion, I would like to warn some people and [word 
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indistinct} of people, who, for unknown reasons, per- 
sonal or [word indistinct] interests, take it upon them- 
selves to poison public opinion by making baseless 
accusations against some official or other. Honest citi- 
zens must regard such people as mere tricksters and 
rumormongers. 


I cannot, however, say that the appointments were 
handled perfectly, for, as you know, perfection is not of 
this world. But I think that, firstly, these assertions do 
not have unanimous support, and, secondly, they are 
certainly remarks made by a few people who may not be 
happy about the appointments. This is true, and I think 
we have to accept it. But, first of all, one must know the 
real state of affairs. [passage omitted] 


[Salvator] [name indistinct] Salvator from RENOU- 
VEAU: I have a question about some recent news. Mr 
President, would you tell us something about the recent 
abortive attempt by ex-President Bagaza to reenter the 
country forcibly? 


[Buyoya] I am going to try and answer a series of 
questions that Burundians are certainly asking about the 
whole issue. I think that it is the best way to go about it. 


The first question Burundians are asking is why the 
authorities of the Third Republic are not allowing ex- 
President Bagaza to come back to Burundi at this time. 
We think that it is unimaginable that a dismissed presi- 
dent should return to his country in the conditions we 
are familiar with, hardly 3 months after his fall. This has 
never happened anywhere else. We think this is likely to 
cause a climate of insecurity and destabilization in the 
country. I think even a 10-year-old can understand this 
situation. 


The second question that Burundians are asking is why 
ex-President Bagaza, aware of the danger his return 
could pose to the security of the country and even his 
own security, persists in his attempts to return despite all 
the obstacles. We think that this is a suicidal act and, 
frankly speaking, an act of absolute irresponsibility. We 
do not understand why a man who has led a country 
shouid seek to undertake acts that threaten to ruin that 
country, simply out of greed for personal power. It is 
simply madness. 


The next question one asks oneself is the following: If 
Bagaza wants to return by force, does this mean that he 
has strong support inside the country? I can assert that 
Bagaza does not have any support inside the country. 
You are aware of that. All sectors of the population have 
rejected him irrevocably. I repeat—irrevocably, whether 
he believes it or not. Which sectors of the population am 
I referring to? I refer to the rural people, the Army, the 
workers, all the state cadres. The various demonstrations 
which have taken place in our country recently are 
evidence of this. 
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But since it is possible that he still has some dichard 
partisans, we take this opportunity to solemnly warn 
them. We will spare no effort to fight these partisans, be 
they inside or outside our country. | can tell you that we 
have the means to fight and overcome them. This is just 
a matter of putting the record straight. People have been 
talking about mercenaries, partisans, and all manner of 
appeals. What I can tell you is that we have the means 
and the desire to combat and overcome them. 


In concluding my answer to this question, | will say that 
Bagaza is solely responsible for what may happen to him 
if he once again tries his schemes. We take national and 
international opinions as our witness. We have done 
everything possible. Here I must inform the Burundi 
people that we have done everything possible to settle his 
cz se in the dignified manner which is characteristic of 
the Burundi people. He did not accept this. We will 
henceforth carry out our responsibilities as far as this 
affair is concerned. We will never allow one man to 
threaten the security of the country. 


[Barigira] This is Bonaventure Barigira of Burundi tele- 
vision: I have a precise question. I would like to know 
how you have arranged the problem of Bagaza’s political 
asylum with the Belgian authorities. 


{[Buyoya] The problem of political asylum for ex-presi- 
dent Bagaza has not yet been settled. We are still engaged 
in diplomatic negotiations with partners over this. The 
partners include the Belgians. At this stage, that is all I 
can say on this matter. 


{[Kiramvu] Domitile Kiramvu of national radio: Your 
excellency, Mr President, rumors have it that ex-presi- 
dent Bagaza has embezzled public funds. Will he be tried 
and, if so, how? 


[Buyoya] These are rumors. As we have stated on many 
occasions, we cannot try people on the basis of rumors. 
In the case of ex-President Bagaza, just like others, one 
has got to establish the facts first. If it is established that 
he or anyone else has embezzled public funds, then he 
will face the same treatment as others. It is a question of 
principle, and this is what we apply to everybody. You 
are aware that there are commissions of inquiry which 
are at work in the companies and the administration to 
establish whether there have been offenses, embezzle- 
ments, or other crimes. If someone is found guilty, he is 
prosecuted and sentenced. We have said it before and we 
repeat again that we do not try people on the basis of 
rumors. 


{[Mutana] Athnase Mutana of Burundi National Radio: 
Mr President, do you think that the Ugandan Govern- 
ment played a role in ex-President Bagaza’s attempt to 
return to Burundi by force? 


[Buyoya] This is a question of interstate relations. I Go 
not want to give answers here which could cause confu- 
sion. Our views on what happened in Uganda over this 
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whole issue have been conveyed to the Ugandans 
through normal diplomatic channels. We continue to 
deal with the problem through the same channel. So you 
understand that it is difficult for me to answer questions 
of this nature publicly. We prefer to continue handling 
the problem through diplomatic channels. [passage omit- 
ted] 


{[Nkunzimana] Thank you, Mr President. This is Marc 
Nkunzimana of Burundi television: Mr President, con- 
timuing in the framework of relations with friendly 
neighboring countries, what is the position of the Third 
Republic on the problem of refugees in general, and in 
particular Burundi refugees outside Burundi and foreign 
refugees inside Burundi? 


[Buyoya] I have already had an opportunity to express 
myself on this subject when I was touring the country. As 
regards Burundi refugees in foreign countries, there are 
regulations which existed before the Third Republic 
which offer Burundi refugees living outside the country a 
chan ° to apply for permission to return, if they wish to. 
The Third Republic favors such regulations. The regula- 
tions stipulate that the authorities are even prepared to 
give assistance to refugees who wish to return and, in 
fact, do so. I can tell you that there arc refugees who are 
now asking to return and applying for permission. Gen- 
erally, the request is granted. 


As for foreign refugees living in Burundi, the new regime 
respects the agreements the country has committed itself 
to on this matter, as on the aforementioned. We have 
committed ourselves to accommodating a number of 
refugees who are in our country, some for a very long 
time and others not. We are ready to give them assis- 
tance, if need be. We are also ready, if they ask for it, and 
with the consent of the country of origin, to let them 
return to their country, that is if they wish to and ask to, 
and if the country of origin consents. We ask those 
refugees to respect the laws of Burundi and the Burundi 
community. In return, of course, we guarantee them 
security and freedom within our borders. That is what I 
can Say on this matter. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


Health Minister Says 1,000 AIDS Cases Known 
EA201736 Dakar PANA in French 1420 GMT 
20 Dec 87 


[Text] Bujumbura, 20 Dec (ABP-BUR/PANA)—More 
than 1,000 cases of people suffering from AIDS have 
been registered in Burundi and 40 percent of those 
affected have died, Burundian Health Minister Thar- 
cisse Nyunguka revealed in Bujumbura today. 


Mr Nyunguka, who was speaking at a ceremony for the 
signing of a $14 million loan agreement between his 
country and the International Development Agency 
(IDA) said Burundi is setting up a medium-term plan to 
fight the problem which “we take very seriously”. 
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Among methods of fighting the problem the Burundian 
minister named the education of the population and 
provision of correct information which, he said, must be 
continued and constitute the best means of prevention. 


The IDA loan to Burundi, it was added, is earmarked for 
health programs related to family planning, mother and 
infant care, the fight against AIDS, and the improvement 
of the effectiveness and impact of the health system and 
the improvement of demographic data. 


Cameroon 


Biya Receives French Minister Aurillac 22 Dec 
AB221645 Yaounde Domestic Service in English 
1400 GMT 22 Dec 87 


[Text] President Paul Biya today granted an audience to 
French Cooperation Minister Michel Aurillac. Talking 
to the press after he met with President Paul Biya, Mr 
Aurillac said that he and the Cameroonian leader dis- 
cussed the current financial and economic situation in 
Cameroon and Africa as a whole. Mr Aurillac said 
President Paul Biya talked about the plan under way for 
economic recovery and added that he has formed a 
strong team that will supervise the implementation of his 
plan. The French cooperation minister said France is 
willing to support Cameroon in its fight for economic 
recovery. 


Mr Aurillac arrived in Cameroon yesterday and was 
received by Mr Phillipe Mataga, the minister of foreign 
affairs. 


Congo 


aabon’s Bongo Meets With Sassou-Nguesso, Departs 
AB212056 Dakar PANA in English 1849 
GMT 21 Dec 87 


[Text] Brazzaviile, 21 Dec (ACI/PANA)—The Gabonese 
head of state, Mr Omar Bongo, who has been in Brazza- 
ville since Saturday [19 December] at the invitation of 
his Congolese counterpart, Col Daniel Sassou Nguesso, 
returned to Libreville on Monday. Bongo had gone to 
Brazzaville to brief Nguesso on the proceedings of the 
meeting of the Central African Custom and Economic 
Union (UDEAC), which took place in Ndjamena, Chad, 
from 18 to 19 December. 


The two heads of state also discussed bilateral relations 
as well as regional conflicts, especially the Chadian 
problem, abcut which the Gabonese president plays a 
crucial role as chairman of te OAU ad hoc committee 
charged with finding a peaceful solution. The Congolese 
and Gabonese he.ds of state habitually meet in Decem- 
ver each year to examine bilateral relations between the 
two countries. 
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Gabon 
Further Reportage on Iranian, Turkish Exiles 


2 More Iranians Hospitalized 
AB221027 Paris AFP in French 1854 GMT 21 Dec 87 


[Text] Libreville, 21 Dec (AFP)}—Two of the Iranian 
refugees who were expelled from France on 8 December 
of this year were hospitalized this afternoon im Libre- 
ville. This was disclosed by their spokesman, Mr Said 
Assadi Tari. Miss Mina Lafiti, who has been suffering 
from spells of vomiting since yesterday evening, and Mr 
Ebrahim Tavangar, who is very weak and has frequent 
dizzy spells, have agreed to be transferred to the Jean 
Ebori Hospital upon the advice of the doctor of the UN 
High Commission for Refugees (HCR), Mr Assadi add- 
ed. This brings to four the number of refugees now 
hospitalized in Libreville. It is recalled that Mr Ali Kaya 
Ozdemir, a Turk of Kurdish origin, and Mr Assad 
Deghany, an Iranian, who were admitted to the hospital 
on 15 December after refusing to drink anything for 
several days, have not yet left the recovery ward. 


Fourteen Iranians and three Turks of Kurdish origin 
were expelled from France on 8 December to Gabon 
where they have been on a hunger strike, some of them 
for the past 15 days. It is recalled that two of them have 
returned to their place of residence in London and 
Stockholm. 


Rwanda 


President Receives Ugandan, Kenyan Envoys 
EA212210 Kigali Domestic Service in French 
1800 GMT 21 Dec 87 


[Excerpt] [passage omitted] The head of state received 
today the Ugandan ambassador to Rwanda and Miss 
Emma Murai, Kenyan ambassador to Rwanda. The two 
diplomats explained to President Habyarimana the lat- 
est developments in the current situation between Kenya 
and Uganda. 


The Ugandan ambassador also delivered a message from 
President Yoweri Museveni to his Rwandan counter- 
part, inviting him to visit Uganda next year. It is 
noteworthy that the Ugandan head of state has visited 
our country twice since coming to power. 


Zaire 


Joint Security Meeting With Burundi Ends 20 Dec 
AB221734 Kinshasa AZAP in French 1660 GMT 
22 Dec 87 


[Text] Bukavu, 2! Dec [date as received] [AZAP]— 
Citizens Musamba Lubemba, regional MPR chairman 
and governor for Kivu Region, on the morning of 20 
December in the meeting hall of the regional 2:sembly, 
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declared closed the fourth meeting of the Zairian-Burun- 
dian joint subcommission on security, which took place 
in Bukavu from 18th through 20 December. 


In his closing address, Citizen Kikolo first recalled the 
purpose of the Bukavu meeting, which concretizes the 
desire of Presidents Pierre Buyoya of Burundi and 
Mobutu Sese Seko of Zaire to see the two countries live 
in peace and brotherliness. He stressed the satisfaction of 
the Zairian delegation with the determination of the 
Burundizn delegation to achieve this desire to live in a 
climate of brotherliness. Zaire, he continued, has had 
this determination since the advent of the Second 
Republic, which attaches priority importance to the 
policy of good neighborliness. 


Fabien Nzijibwami, governor of Cibitoke Province and 
head of the Burundian delegation, thanked Citizen 
Kikolo for the welcome given him and members of his 
delegation during their stav in Bukavu. He promised to 
report to his country’s authorities the atmosphere in 
which the Bukavu meeting was held. The meeting took 
place only a few months after the leaders of Burundi’s 
Third Republic assumed power. 


The fifth meeting of the Zairian-Burundian joint sub- 
commission on security will take place in June 1988 in 
Burundi. 


Minister, Soviet Envoy Discuss Cooperation 
AB221731 Dakar PANA in French 1339 GMT 
22 Dec 87 


[Text] Kinshasa, 22 Dec (AZAP/PANA)}—Mr Sampassa 
Milombe, the state commissioner (Zairian minister) for 
transports and telecommunications, received on 20 
December the USSR charge d'affaires to Zaire. During 
the audience, the two officials examined the progress of 
two projects that are of interest to Soviet cooperation, 
namely the construction of the Ilebo-Kinshasa railway, 
an 800 kilometer rail link on the Shaba-Okanet national 
railway, and the establishment of a trolley-bus network 
in Kinshasa. 


Mr Sampassa told the Soviet diplomat the interest the 
Executive Council (Zairian Government) has in the 
realization of these projects, whose economic and social 
impact are highly important, and stressed the determi- 
nation shown by the USSR in assisting Zaire in their 
execution. 
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In other respects, a Zairian mission will go to Moscow in 
February to finalize projects to be implemented in the 
lransports sector, as part of the cooperation between 
Zaire and USSR. 


Cuban Ambassador Cited on Bilateral Relations 
AB182137 Dakar PANA in Frenci 0945 GMT 
17 Dec 87 


[Text] Kinshasa, 17 Dec (AZAP/PANA)}—Zairian Secre- 
tary of State for International Cooperation Mobutu 
Nyiwa and the Cuban ambassador to Zaire, Luis Del- 
gado Perez, during a discussion yesterday in Kinshasa, 
reviewed bilateral cooperation, notably the ways and 
means of giving more impetus to this cooperation in 
accordance with the first joint commission meeting that 
took place this year in Havana (Cuba). Mr Perez took 
this opportunity to inform his interlocutor about the 
arrival on 23 December of an economic delegation from 
his country. This delegation, led by Deputy Chairman of 
the Chamber of Commerce Luis Travieso, will spend 5 
days in Zaire. It will meet with Zairian businessmen to 
strengthen bilateral! cooperation in the economic and 
commercial fields. 


It may be recalled that during their first joint commis- 
sion meeting in Havana, Zaire and Cuba signed cooper- 
ation agreements in the economic, commercial, and 
cultural fields. 


Plant Construction Planned 
AB212137 Kinshasa AZAP in French 1730 GMT 
21 Dec 87 


[Excerpts] Kinshasa, 21 Dec (AZAP)}—The Republic of 
Cuba is ready to participate in the construction of the 
Mushie-Pentane sugar plant located in Bandundu, which 
will have a yearly capacity of 30,000 metric tons of sugar, 
Mario Travieso, vice president of the State Commmittce 
for Economic Cooperation of Cuba, told AZAP today, at 
the end of his 5-day stay in Kinshasa. The construction 
costs of this sugar processing plant, which will begin in 
the second half of 1988, is estimated at between $100 
million and $110 million. The sugar processing plant will 
initially produce 15 metric tons of sugar annually and 
gradually reach its full capacity. [passage omitted] 


Apart from its contribution to the construction of the 
Mushie-Pentane plant, Cuba will also give technical 
assistance to the control of sugarcane diseases detected at 
the Lotokila sugar processing plant in the Haute-Zaire, 
Mr Travieso said. 
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Mitterrand Arrives on ‘First Official Visit 


LD221726 Paris Domestic Service in French 
1500 GMT 22 Dec 87 


[Text] Francois Mitterrand has arrived in Dyibout:. It is 
the first official visit by a French head of state since this 
small, French-speaking republic gained independence in 
1977. Mittecrand is accompanied by the defense minis- 
ter, with whom he will go tomorrow morning to the Gulf 
of Oman c*<2rd the aircraft carrier “Le Clemenceau.” 


Ethiopia 


Mengistu Congratulates CSSR's Milos Jakes 
EA190535 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 
1700 GMT 18 Dec 87 


[Text] Comrade Mengistu Haile Mariam, secretary gen- 
eral ofthe WPE central Committee, PDRE president and 
commander in chief of the Revolutionary Armed Forces, 
today sent a message expressing heartfelt joy to Comrade 
Milos Jakes on his election as general secretary of the 
CPCZ Central Commitiee. In the message, sent on 
behalf of the WPE Central Committee, the working 
people of Ethiopia, and his own behalf, Comrade Presi- 
dent Mengistu stated that the election of Comrade Milos 
Jakes to this post of great responsibility clearly demon- 
strated the great trust the CPCZ and the Czechoslovak 
people placed in him. 


He said he was sure that the Czechoslovak people's 
efforts to bring about further social and economic 
progress, to preserve world peace and the well-being of 
mankind, and in general to attain socialist goals would 
be further strengthened. 


Comrade President Mengistu expressed confidence that 
the relations between the WPE and the PDRE Govern- 
ment and people with the CPCZ and the CSSR people 
and government, based on unity of objectives, all-round 
cooperation, and solidarity would become entrenched. 


In conclusion, he expressed best wishes to Comrade 
Jakes for success in his discharge of the historic respon- 
sibility entrusted to him, for his personal health, and for 
the fraternal people of Czechoslovakia further progress 
and prosperity. 


Mengistu Receives Ugandan President's Message 
EA211857 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 
1700 GMT 21 Dec 87 


[Excerpts] Comrade President Mengistu Haile Mariam 
has received a message sent by the leader of Uganda. 


[passage omitted] 


Mr Eriya Kategaya, minister of state in the Ugandan 
prime minister's office, presented the Ugandan leader's 
message to Comrade President Mengistu this afternoon 
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at a ceremony held at the Comrade secretary general's 
WPE Central Committee office. President Yower) 
Kaguta Museveni’s message t. Comrade President 
Mengistu Haile Mariam focuses on bilateral relations, 
friendship. and the tangible and current situation on the 
African Continent. Comrade President Mengistu Haile 
Mariam held exhaus‘ive discussions with the Ugandan 
envoy. 


Comrade Berhanu Bayeh, member of the WPE Central 
Committee Political Bureau and foreign mini. Jer, and 
Ugandan ambassador to Ethiopia Matogo were present. 


WPE Delegation Returns From Africa, Mideast Tour 
EA172006 Addis Ababa in Amharic to Neighboring 
Countries 1600 GMT 16 Dec 87 


[Text] The five-man delegation led by Comrade Ama- 
nuel Amde Miciiael, member of the WPE Central Com- 
mittee Politburo and vice president of the State Council, 
returned to Addis Ababa today after visiting nine Afri- 
can and Middle Eastern countries. During the tour, the 
delegation explained the resolutions passed and decrees 
approved by the first session of the PDRE’s National 
Shengo. The delegation visited Khartoum, Cairo, 
Algiers, Djibouti, Damascus, Kuwait, (?Riyadh), Jed- 
dah, the capital of the YAR, Sanaa [words indistinct]. 


In his statement Comrade Amanuel said that the delega- 
tion gave exhaustive briefings to Ethiopians residing in 
the respective cities on the resolutions passed and 
decrees approved by the first session of the National 
Shengo and the work done during this session. He 
explained that the reaction of the Ethiopians was 
satisfsying, adding that they had participated actively 
and put forward useful suggestions. He said that the 
delegation also briefed the respective heads of state, 
high-ranking officials, chairmen of assemblies, party 
leaders, scholars, and journalists on the true situation in 
Ethiopia. He added that they had exposed the futile 
propaganda being disseminated by antiunity and anti- 
people forces, in Arab countries in particular, and clearly 
explained the true state of affairs. 


He said that the delegation had held talks with President 
of Egypt Husni Mubarak; President of Algeria Chadli 
Bendjedid; President of Djibouti Hassan Gouled Apti- 
don; President of Kenya Daniel Arap Moi; President of 
Syria Al-Asad; Emir of Kuwait Jabir al-Sabah; and 
Prime Minister of Sudan Al-sadiq al-Mahci; at which 
they delivered Comrade President Mengistu Haile 
Mariam’s message. He expla:ned that in 44 days the 
delegation gave 57 briefings in the above- mentioned 
countries. He added that the various countries wr 
highly cooperative in creating suitable conditions for the 
mission's success. 


WPE Returns From French CP Congress 
EA172347 Addis Ababa in English to Neighboring 
Countries 1530 GMT 17 Dec 87 


[Excerpts] A delegation of the WPE Central Committee 
led by Comrade Shimeles Mazengia, member of the 
Political Bureau and secretary of the WPE Central 
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Committee, returned here today after attending the 76th 
Congress of the French Communist Party and a working 


tour of Bulgaria. [passage omitted] 


Comrade Shimeles noted that his delegation tock the 
opportunity to exchange views with representatives of 
various countries on diverse international issucs of 
mutual interest and concern. 


Agreement Signed With Cuba To Further Trade 
EA1I81425 Addis Ababa in Amharic to Neighboring 
Countries 1600 GMT 17 Dec 87 


[Text] An agreement to further strengthen trade relations 
between the PDRE and Cuba was signed today. The 
agreement will facilitate the exchange of higher volumes 
of commodities. The two sides declared that they would 
Strive untiringly to implement the agreement. The agree- 
ment was signed by Comrade Tedese Gebre Kidan, 
member of the WPE Central Committee and minister of 
foreign trade, and Comrade Ricardo Cabrisas, Cuban 
minister of foreign trade. It was also stated that a |-ycar 
protocol based on this agreement will be signed in 
Havana in 1988. 


Kenya 
Further Reportage on Border Tension With Uganda 


Official Says Border Not Closed 
EA222229 Nairobi KNA in English 1045 GMT 
22 Dec 87 


[Text] Kakamega 22 Dec—Kenya had nc closed her 
border with Uganda, Western provincial commissioner 
[PC] Julius Kobia reiterated. He was inspecting the 
Kenyan border posts of Malaba and Busia. He found 
them operating normally. 


“We are clearing Ugandan goods as before and we 
recently cleared several Uganda-bound oil tankers,” he 
said. 


However, Mr Kobia said that Uganda had blocked 
several Kenya-bound vehicles at Malaba. The PC said 
that many drivers had complained about being robbed of 
fuel, money, and other items by NRA soldiers. 


Foreign Affairs Official Cited 
EA231005 Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 
23 Dec 
87pl 


[Excerpts] Traffic flow through the Kenya-Uganda bor- 
der has resumed, eight days after shooting erupted 
between the National Resistance Army and the Ker-yan 
police on December 14. 


The permanent secretary for foreign affairs, Mr Bethwel 
Kipiagat, told the “NATION” yesterday that traffic was 
flowing both ways. He said the two count:‘es were 
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having diplomatic representation at a lower levei after 
the withdrawal of their high commissioners. [passage 
omitted on reports on border traffic] 


Asked whether mediation between Kenya and Uganda 
was on—as requested by Uganda through the Organisa- 
tion of African Unity—Mr Kiplagat said there was no 
need for mediation. “They havc stopped shooting at us 
and we have stopped shooting. We have no quarrel with 
Uganda.” 


Asked whether Tanzania's minister for foreign affairs, 
Mr Ben Mkapa, was to pass through Nairobi on his way 
be-k to Dar es Salaam from Kampala, Mr Kiplagat said 
thai as far as he knew, the minister was not coming into 
the country for any such mission. 


“Either he will be in transit or he will fly back home 
direct, unless there are changes,” Mr Kiplagat said. 
[passage omitted on reports on difficulties caused by fuel 
shortage in Uganda] 


Paper Denies ‘Wholesale’ E 
EA231001 Nairobi KENYA TIMES in English 
23 Dec 
87 p 6 


[Editorial, entitled: “Whose Fifth Columnists?”} 


[Text] Mischievous propagandists, in Uganda and parts 
of Europe, have been lying that Kenya has embarked on 
“wholesale” ejection of Ugandans from Kenya, notably 
so-called business (wo)men. 


Nothing could be further from the truth. By yesterday, 
for instance, only four Ugandan businessmen had been 
ordered to quit Kenya. There avs, of course, quite a few 
Ugandan men and women still hibernating in Kenya 
who have been bragging that they are “freelance agents” 
(fifth columnists?) of their country’s present-day r gime. 


It is up to the Kenyan authorities to make up their mind 
about the continued presence of such individuals any- 
where in the country. Indeed, such characters -and 
similar cattle - are a potential security risk. They are only 
an infinitesimal few segment of the largely harmless, 
genuinely br theriy and law-respecting members of the 
Ugandan community in our midst. 


The few bad hats, aticug them bogus business (wo)men, 
must be weeded-out and encouraged to go back to 
Uganda to participate in the country’s economic reha- 
bilitation. 


Government Cabinet Changes Announced 
EA221748 Hargeisa Domestic Service in Somali 
1530 GMT 22 Dec 87 


[Text] After [words indistirct] the political committee of 
the SRSP Central Committee, the office of the SDR 
president has announced a government reshuffle and 
changes in certain ministries. The government ministers 


are as follows: 


Challe Mohamed Ali 
Samantar 


Challe AL. 2d Sulayman 
Abdullah 


Challe Ahmad Mahmud 
Farrah 


Prmeytre a-e Nur 
amen 
Challe Muhammad Ali 
Hamud 


Challe Muhammad 
Abdullahi [name indi- 
tinct} 


Challe Dr Abd al-Rah- 
man Jama Barreh 


Challe Husayn Abdullah 
Alasow 

Challe Abdullahi Ma’:- 
mud [name indistinct] 


Challe Abdullahi Muham- 
mad Mireh 


Challe Bileh Rafich 

Guled 

Challe ‘Abd al-Rashid 
Shaykh Ahmad 

Challe Ahmed Habib 
Ahmed 

pe ee See 
i 


Challe Abdullahi Mah- 
mud Hirsi Ashari 


Minister of foreign affairs 
Minister of finance and 
treasury 


Minister of industry and 
commerce 


Minister of agriculture 


Miruster [word indistinct] 
and ae 


Minister of livestock, for- 
estry, and rangelands 


Minister of tourism and 
information 


Minister of Juha Valley 
development 
Minister of marine trans- 
port, ports, and fisheries 


Minister of mineral and 
water resources 
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Challe Dr Muhammad Minister of health 
Ali Munasar 
Challe Yusuf Hasan Minister of posts and tele- 
(7limi) communications 
Challe Muse Rabileh God Minister of public works 

and housing 

Challe Mire Awar Jama 


Minister of labor, youth, 
and sports 


The ministers in the office of the president are: Challe 
Abdullah Muhammad Fadil, Challe Mohamed Shaykh 
Usman, Challe Mahrrud Gele Yusuf, Challe Abdi War- 
sama Isaq, Challe Aba al-Salam Shaykh Hussein, Challe 
Abd al-Qasim Salad Hasan, and Challe Muhammad 
Mahmud Warsama. 


Signed with Islamic Call Society 
EA211559 Mogadishu Domestic Service in Somali 
1400 GMT 21 Dec 87 


[Excerpt] An agreement on strengthening Islam and the 
creation of permanent cooperation between the SDR 
Ministry of Justice and Religious Affairs and the Inter- 
national Islamic Call Society was signed today at the 
ministry's headquarters in Mogadishu by the ministry 
and the society. Shaykh Hassan Abdalle Farrah, minister 
of justice and reugious affairs, was present. The Somali 
side was represented by Mohammed ‘Jama Ali, the 
permanent secretary of the ministry, and the society was 
represented by Mr Juma Siad al-Khalifa, the secretary of 
the society. 


The articles of the agreement clarify ways in which the 
ministry and the society can cooperate in building 
mosques, developing the curriculum of the Islamic Stud- 
ies College, promoting the Arabic language, and assisting 
the disabled, orphans at revolution centers, and refugees 
in Somalia. [passage omitted] 


Tanzania 


Foreign Minister Denies Uganda-Kenya Mediation 
EA222037 Dar es Sclaam Domestic Service in Swahili 
1900 GMT 22 Dec 87 


[Text] Foreign Minister Ndvgu Benjamin Mkapa has 
denied reports by foreign news media that he weni to 
Kampala to meet President Yoweri Museveni as p2rt of 
Tanzanian efforts to end the crisis between Kenya and 
Uganda. 


In a statement today, Minister Mkapa said that he did 
not go to Uganda to promote conciliation, nor did 
Tanzanaia intend to meke such a visit to Kenya. How- 
ever, he said that President Ali Hassan Mwiny | 
appreared to have been saddened by the deterioration of 
relations beiween Uganda and Kenya. Ndugu Mkaya 
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said President Mwinyi had communicated with the 
leaders of the two countries and asked them to restore 
the good relations which existed previously between 
them. 


The minister said it was the framework of considering 
the development of (?relations) between Kenya and 
Uganda that prompted President Mwinyi to send him te 
Uganda so as to meet President Museveni to discuss the 
matter, as well as bilateral relations. 


The BBC announced today that Ndugu Mkapa was in 
Kampala to search for ways by which Kenya and Uganda 
could end the fighting between them. 


EA190500 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service in Swahili 
1700 GMT 18 Dec 87 


{Text} In Kongwa, Tanzanians have been urged to con- 
tinue to be vigilant against enemies who could infiltrate 
the country to carry out sabotage. The call wes made 
today by the deputy prime minister and minister for 
defense and national service, Ndugu Salim Ahmed 
Salim, when he met officers of the Kongwa defense 
camp. Ndugu Salim said eremies of African liberation 
were always ready ‘o infiltrate into the country to carry 
oui sabotage with the aim of destabilizing the nation, 
which he said is renowned for its significant contribution 
te the liberation struggle and African freedom. He also 
hailed the role of Kongwa camp in the history of libera- 
tion, especially in Mozambique. 


On the 3d day of his visit to Dodoma Region, Ndugu 
Salim also addressed officers of the national service at 
{i pwapwa camp, which provides tra/ning in farming and 
livestock management. 


Court of Appeal Reinstates 2 MP’S 18 Dec 
EA191708 Dakar PANA in English 1430 GMT 
19 Dec 87 


[Text] Dar es Salaam, 19 Dec (SHIHAT4/PANA)}—The 
Tanzanian Court of Appeal on Friday [18 December] 
reinstated iwo men as members of Parliament, overuling 
an earlier decision by thc Tanzanian High Court to 
unseat the rien following [wowrds indistinct) petition. 


The two, Augustine Lyatonga Mrema of Moshi in north- 
ern Tanzania and Alfan Ally Kihiyo of Korogwe along 
the Tanzanian eastern coast, lost their seats last year 
aftez a successfull petition lodged against them at the 
High Court. 


A former minister, Basii Mramba, had earlier been 
reinstated by ihe Tanzanian C ourt of Appeal following a 
dramatic court decision to unseat him on charges of 
using the clergy to win votes. 


General and presidential elections were last held in 
Tanzania in 1935. 
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Uganda 
Reportage on Situation Along Border With Kenya 


Newspapers View Issue 
EA222027 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1720 GMT 22 Dec 87 


[From the Press Review] 


[Excerpts] Most papers today carried stories hinging on 
the current Uganda-Kenya conflict witch has led to the 
fuel rationing in the country. 


in its front-page story, the STAR newspaper talked bout 
Resistance Committees coming out to condemn the 
Kenya actions and expressing solidarity with the govern- 
ment measures to resolve the issue. Commenting on the 
fuel issue, MUNNO newspaper called on the govern- 
ment to take immediate steps to check and resolve the * 
fuel crisis which has led to the hiking of various com- 
modities and services. 


However, all papers are in agreement that the steps taken 
by the NRM government to seitle the issue in an African 
spirit are the best so far, and are certainly a remedy to 
direct confror.tation. 


The INGABO newspaper regretted that the Kenya gov- 
ernment has obstinately refused to accept mediation 
measures under the auspices of, first the OAU, and the 
neighboring country of Tanzania, and continues to claim 
that the Tanzanian foreign minister, Mr Ben Mkapa, 
who met with President Yoweri Museveni, has been 
refused ertry to Kenya. 


Quoting reliable sourc*s, INGABO said that Mr Mkapa, 
who was carrying a special message from Uganda's 
President Museveni to Kenyan President Daniel Arap 
Moi, was wiformed by the Kenyan authorities that he 
should not wast: his time to travel to Nairobi. And he 
thus decided to fly back home. 


However this report has not teen confirmed by the 
Ugandan Government. [passage omitted] 


TAIFA MPY4 _ =. its tead story comments on the 
reported restrici: as placed on former Ugandan Presi- 
dent Milton Onote in his [word indisiinct] exile in 
Zambia. Among the restrictions are the prevention of 
Obote to issue any statement concerning the Ugandan 
situation which could lead to the destabilization of the 
present peaceful atmosphere prevailing in the country. 
Visitors to the former president are to be screned by the 
Zamb'an authcrities before they can see him. 


While Zambia has allowed him a home in exile, TAIFA 
went on to say, he has to notify the country’s Foreign 
Ministry before embarking on any journey within or 
without the country. [passage omitted] 
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Museveni Addresses NRA Recruits on Peace Role 
EA231007 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1900 GMT 22 Dec 87 


[Excerpt] President Yoweri Museveni has emphasized 
that it is the role of the NRA to ensure that peace and 
stability prevail in all parts of Uganda. The president 
reaffirmed this during a passing out parade of more than 
1,000 recruits at Mbarara military unit this afternoon. 
Mr Museveni explained that it is the duty of the NRA to 
ensure that they protect the lives and rights of the 
citizens of Uganda, and to make sure that no part of the 
country suffers from insecurity. Emphasizing their main 
role, President Museveni said that the NRA should also 
ensure that they strictly protect the boundaries of Ugan- 
da. 


EAST AFRICA 


On the economy, Mr Museveni observed that the gov- 
ernment has seriously embarked on the rehabilitation of 
various industries and roads and other economic aspects 
which had withered during the previous regimes. He 
revealed that one of the main NRM principles is to make 
sure that Uganda is productive in all sectors of the 
economy. But he stressed that this can only be achieved 
if there is peace and stbility. 


He therefore urged the NRA to ensure that peace and 
tranquillity are fully restored in Uganda so that all the 
obligations of the NRM are fulfilled. [passage omitted] 
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Angola 


Food Shortages Spur MPLA Desertions 
MB230705 (Clandestine) KUP in English to Southern 
and Central Africa 0600 GMT 23 Dec 87 


[Text] Jamba, provisional capital of the free land of 
Angola, 23 December (KUP)}—MPLA military units 
stationed in the oil-rich northern Angolan Province of 
Cabinda are experiencing mounting desertions because 
of erratic supply of food. Well-informed military sources 
told KUP in Jamba today that some MPLA military 
units in Cabinda have not been receiving food consign- 
ments for several weeks now and this has given rise to an 
increased number of soldiers deserting. 


President Appoints Deputy Agriculture Ministers 
MB231328 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 23 Dec 87 


[Text] Comrade Jose Eduardo dos Santos, president of 
the People’s Republic of Angola, has appointed ‘wo new 
government officials. In two decrees published today, 
the Angolan head of state appointed Comrades Isaac 
Francisco Mario dos Anjos and Joao de Oliveira Mon- 
teiro Jardim as deputy ministers of agriculture. 


With these two officials, the ministry of agriculture— 
which is headed by Comrade Faustino Muteka—will 
now have four deputy ministers, including the deputy 
ministers of agriculture for coffee and forestry resources. 


Botswana 


Minister Implies Link Between RSA, Bombings 
MB181806 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1530 GMT 
18 Dec 87 


[Text] Gaborone Dec 18 SAPA—It was “not difficult to 
see a possible link” between the explosions that rocked 
Gaborone in the past week and the actions of the South 
African authorities, the Botswana minister for presiden- 
tial affairs and public administration, Mr Ponatshego 
Kedikilwe, said here today. 


According to the Botswana Press Agency (BOPA), the 
minister, who is also responsible for security, referred 
Parliament in a special report this afternoon to the five 
grenade explosions which occurred in Gaborone and 
nearby Tlokweng since Friday last week. 


He said he was making that linkage because “police 
investigations indicate that one of the houses attacked 
used to be occupied by a South African refugee.” The 
refugee concerned vacated the house as far back as 1983 
but his would-be attackers probably though he still 
occupied the house. 
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“The motives for the attacks on the other premises, 
among which a bookshop and a plot which has been 
vacant for some time, are even more unclear. However, 
the attacks are similar to previous ones in being totally 
indiscriminate and dastardly. 


“We therefore condemn them in the strongest terms.” 


Mr Kedikilwe stated that police investigations had so far 
failed to establish who was responsible for the various 
explosions. He had earlier told parliamentarians that the 
explosions were preceded by a spate of accusations by 
the South African authorities to the effect that the 
African National Congress (ANC) was planning a major 
offensive against South Africa with the collaboration of 
the Botswana Government. These accusations, he said, 
“were in turn followed by tte imposition of intensive 
searches by the South African authorities on all vehicles 
entering South Africa from Botswana through certain 
border posts.” 


Mr Kedikilwe addressed himself to an accusation from a 
statement from the South African Foreign Affairs 
Department that Botswana had returned special commu- 
nications equipment that Pretoria wanted to use to pass 
on coded messages to Gaborone officials about possible 
ANC plans. The minister said it did not help for South 
Africa to pretend that the use of a decoding machine 
would enable them to “provide us with the information 
we require, or that the refusal of one of our officials to 
accept such a machine from a South African official was 
evidence of our refusal to treat their concerns seriously.” 


Diplomats Speculate on Motive for RSA Pressure 
MB211350 Gaborone Domestic Service in English 
1110 GMT 21 Dec 87 


[Text] The Botswana Press Agency, BOPA, reports that 
some African and Western diplomatic sources in Gabo- 
rone believe the latest barrage of propaganda against 
Botswana from South Africa could be the start of new 
pressure to try to get Botswana to sign a security accord 
with Pretoria. They seem to concur that the level of 
propaganda and pressure is far out of proportion with 
any threat, real or imagined, that could possibly be posed 
by the ANC from Botswana. 


They noted that all the propaganda appears to have 
shifted from the rest of the Frontline States and is now 
focused on Botswana. The diplomats said Botswana now 
bears the brunt of propaganda as if the only border the 
South Africans have is with Botswana. One diplomatic 
source said the type of propaganda South Africa is 
exerting on Botswana (?seems) to be sudden and fero- 
cious. It said it is as if South Africa was beginn ' 1g to hear 
about Botswana for the first time. 
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The sources said South Africa was quite aware of Bots- 
wana’s policy regarding relations with its neighbors, but 
thought the allegations were intended to exact a maxi- 
mum price from Botswana. They said the price could be 
a security arrangement with Botswana, which the South 
Africans would be more than keen to enter into. 


Trade Task Force With Zimbabwe Established 
MB211731 Gaborone Domestic Service in English 
1610 GMT 21 Dec 87 


[Text] At the end of official talks in Gaborone today, the 
Zimbabwean prime minister, Mr Robert Mugabe, and 
the president, Dr Quett Masire, have ordered the forma- 
tion of a task force to look into problems affecting trade 
between Botswana and Zimbabwe. The formation of the 
force has been assigned to ministers of both countries, 
who were asked to make their recommendations to the 
two leaders by the end of April. The Zimbabwean prime 
minister flew into Gaborone this morning with a delega- 
we that included his ministers of trade and foreign 
affairs. 


Trade between Botswana and Zimbabwe has of late been 
affected by a number of problems, especially the origin 
of goods traded under a free trade agreement. During the 
past week the minister of commerce and industry, Mr 
M.P. Nwako, spoke of the Botswana Government's 
concern that Zimbabwe wes intending to withdraw from 
its present free trade agreement with Botswana. 


After the meeting today, Zimbabwe has now extended 
the notice of termination of the agreement to the end of 
June next year, while the task force studies the trade 
situation and reports to the two leaders. Both men have 
spoken of their desire to increase trade between their two 
countries. Mr Mugabe was to have flown back home by 
this evening. 


Mozambique 


People’s Assembly Chairman Closes 3d Session 
MB211830 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1539 GMT 21 Dec 87 


[Speech by People’s Assembly Chairman Marcelino dos 
Santos at the closing of the third session of the People’s 
Assembly at the Fourth Congress Hall in Maputo—live] 


[Text] Dear deputies, members of the diplomatic corps, 
invited guests, ladies, and gentlemen: After 4 days of 
proceedings, we conclude today the third session of the 
People’s Assembly. They were 4 days of deep and 
detailed discussions on the life of our nation. Following 
this session, we have deepened our understanding of the 
reality of our country and have further consolidated our 
desire to participate together in the building and consol- 
idation of this Mozambican fatherland. We heard state- 
ments by deputies, peasants, workers, and leaders. We 
heard their daily experience at workplaces, in provinces, 
villages, wards, and production places as they confront 
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the vicissitudes of the odious war which is imposed on 
us. We learned from this and emerged more determined 
to assume the important role bestowed on us by the 
people, our role as deputies. 


We salute His Excellency Comrade Joaquim Alberto 
Chissano, chairman of the Frelimo Party, president of 
the People’s Republic of Mozambique, and commander 
in chief of the Mozambique Armed Forces, for his 
speech during the opening session, as well as for his 
participation and leadership during the first day of 
proceedings. His opening speech enlightened us about 
our country’s situation and the path to be courageously 
and firmly followed by our party to find the necessary 
solutions as a united people. 


His presence and speech not only have shown us the real 
exercise of democracy, but have also instilled in us the 
necessary confidence to enable us to successfully carry 
on with our discussions in this third session of the 
People’s Assembly. That is why we firmly say: Thank 
you Comrade President Joaquim Alberto Chissano. 
[applause] 


Dear deputies, invited guests, and members of the dip- 
lomatic corps: During the proceedings of this third 
session, we heard the report on the activities of the 
People’s Assembly between the second and third ses- 
sions. This reflects the importance of the work being 
carried out by the People’s Assembly after the approval 
of legal documents on its internal organization, election 
of working commissions, and the [word indistinct] of the 
deputies. 


During this session, we ratified the legislative acts of the 
People’s Assembly Standing Commission from the sec- 
ond session. We approved the laws of amnesty and 
pardon, which are within the framework of peace. We 
discussed and approved the state central plan and the 
state general budget for 1988, which is a step toward our 
country’s economic rehabilitation. We approved the law 
on military crimes, which is part of the ongoing process 
of the reorganization of the Mozambican Armed Forces 
aimed at intensifying the struggle for the elimination of 
armed bandits. We approved the changes in the law of 
nationality aimed at updating it in accordance with the 
current development conditions. Finally, we discussed 
and approved the working program of the People’s 
Assembly for 1988, which will guide the activity of our 
deputies next year. 


Dear deputies, members of the diplomatic corps, invited 
guests, ladies, and gentlemen: It has always been a 
colonialist tactic to try to disguise wars of domination as 
fratricidal conflicts. This was the experience of our 
people during the armed struggle for national liberation, 
when the enemy recruited the sons of our fatherland to 
join PIDE, Flechas, OPV, GE’s [former police, military, 
and paramilitary organs of the Portuguese colonial 
regime] to ensure that it was our people who would die 
and thus perpetuate the occupation of the fatherland. 
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The bandits who are destroying our free and indepen- 
dent nation are the historical continuation of this phe- 
nomenon. There are always changes in the enemy tactics 
with regard to recruitment, the age of the bandits, the 
brutality of methods, and the total and regional nature of 
apartheid’s strategy. However, the objective is always the 
same: To destroy Mozambique and to prevent our exist- 
ence as a free people and sovereign state. 


Our debates demonstrated the importance of combining 
our struggle on various fronts—the military, political, 
economic, and diplomatic fronts. Accordingly, the dep- 
uties examined in depth and approved the laws of 
amnesty and pardon, very important instruments in our 
fight at the political level, which we must intensify in 
order to succeed in our principal action, which is the 
military front. 


Our amnesty and pardon is for all Mozambicans, with- 
Out exception; all Mozambicans who are willing to 
abandon criminal activities and terrorism against the 
people and the people’s state, or those Mozambicans 
who are currently serving their sentences because of their 
activities. The crimes committed by the armed bandits 
continue to shed blood. They sow tears and mourning in 
our fatherland. They have made their own relatives 
victims, and our people view these criminals with hatred 
and horror. 


However, we are aware that there are many elements 
who are looking for the opportunity to abandon banditry 
in order to reconcile with their relatives, to resume work, 
and thus to rejoin society. In our debates, we felt that the 
amnesty would be a way to fight for peace, a moment of 
great revolutionary generosity which creates conditions 
so that all Mozambicans may combine their efforts to 
build progress and our nation’s well-being. This is the 
message that every deputy will carry with him from this 
third session to our people, from the Rovuma River to 
the Maputo River, so that all of us may prepare ourselves 
for the correct implementation of amnesty. 


Dear deputies: The 1988 state central plan and the state 
general budget that we have approved during this session 
show us the long path to still be tread in order to achieve 
the total rehabilitation of the Mozambican economy. 
The distortions caused in our economy until 1986, as a 
result of the war of aggression imposed on us from 
outside, have not only prevented our growth, but have 
also deepened the dependence of our country’s fragile 
economy on foreign countries. The state budget deficit is 
still very high. It is only possible to reduce it, in our 
present war situation, through greater organization 
efforts, austerity, and the readjustment of our public 
spending to the situation facing our economy. The 
proposal to eliminate some of the price subsidies, which 
we have approved, will demand greater efforts by all 
deputies to ensure that it is carried out positively. This 
proposal provides for complementary measures which 
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will prevent the worsening of the living conditions of the 
workers. Accordingly, the deputies have a very impor- 
tant role to ensure the correct implementation of these 
measures. 


Our enterprises still lack correct management, and the 
autonomy we want to see in 1988 will only come about 
through the application of more scientific forms of 
management and organization. In this context, as we 
move toward an economy where the companies have 
greater autonomy, the role of workers in company man- 
agement will have a new dimension. It is necessary that 
democratic worker organizations, particularly the trade 
unions, follow this progress by promoting new forms of 
worker participation in enterprises, as contained in the 
legislation on salaries and prices approved in the last 
session. We are certain that Mozambican workers, 
through their organizational structures, will be able to 
contribute so that at entrepreneurship levels the eco- 
nomic rehabilitation program can achieve the necessary 
synchronization. The change in attitudes must affect 
society as a whole so that the economic rehabilitation 
program can achieve the desired results. 


An analysis of the central state plan for 1988 will show 
that it is important that we export more. Next year, our 
attention must continue to focus on the promotion of 
our exports. We must continue to export more and more 
prawns, cashew nuts, and citrus fruits. But we also must 
increase our exports of nontraditional products, which 
we have started to do this year. 


Within the context of the state in general, and the local 
administration bodies in particular, there is the need for 
reflection and change. In 1988 we must make profound 
alterations to the administrative system so that each 
organ knows its responsibilities and has the necessary 
means to implement its decisions. 


With regard to employment, we have said several times 
in the past that the central solution is in the rural areas. 
Measures to stimulate agricultural production—particu- 
larly substantial increases in the prices of producer 
goods—have begun to pay off. Increased production of 
household goods this year has shown that we are on the 
right path. However, during 1988 we must implement 
the decisions concerning investment in the rural areas. 
The activities of the agricultural credit bank are partic- 
ularly decisive in the success of our agrarian policy. 


Dear deputies: In this third session of the People’s 
Assembly, we saluted our government in general and our 
prime minister in particular for the quality of work that 
was done this year. We approved unanimously the law 
concerning the central state plan and the general state 
budget for 1988. We would like to urge our government 
and our prime minister to maintain their courage and 
determination in 1988 during the implementation of the 
budget and the central state plan. 
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In their places of work the deputies of the People’s 
Assembly and (?other officials) will continue their mobi- 
lization, organization, and placement efforts among the 
people so that the 1988 central state plan and budget wiil 
achieve the results for which we all hope and wish. 


The current session of the People’s Assembly has studied 
a proposal to alter the law of nationality, which was 
approved at the historic session of the Frelimo Party 
Central Committee in Maputo on 20 June 1975. Since 
then, the law of nationality has proven to be a correct 
instrument for formation of the nation, and a guarantee 
of strengthened national unity. However, its implemen- 
tation, and social transformations in our country have 
determined the need for the changes that will now be 
introduced. The main alterations seek to strengthen 
implementation of the principle that there will be no 
differentiation on the basis of sex, and include the 
necessary mechanisms for the reacquisition of national- 


ity. 


Dear deputies, members of the diplomatic corps, invited 
guests, ladies, and gentlemen: We are now coming to the 
close of the proceedings of the third session of the 
People’s Assembly and with it the end of activities of the 
People’s Assembly for 1987. 


We have ended yet another year of hard fighting and 
definite sacrifices. This has been a year in which our 
people have shown the world numerous examples of 
their courage and determination to defend the integrity 
of the fatherland’s soil, the freedom of Mozambican men 
and women, and the dignity of a nation that is proud of 
its history and aware of its responsibilities. It is against 
the heroism and firmness of our people that the contin- 
uous waves of brutality and violence against our country 
come to nothing. More and more, we need to strengthen 
that unbreakable barrier by organizing, preparing, and 
equipping our people for their self-defense. We must 
strengthen the restructuring of our armed forces and 
their role as our people’s armed wing, capable of punish- 
ing all those who oppose superior national interests. 


We hereby salute our officers, noncommissioned offic- 
ers, and soldiers in the jungle who are creating the 
conditions for peasants and workers to continue the 
progress and well-being of all. We hereby salute the 
peasants and workers in general who are developing the 
material basis of society on the production front, in often 
difficult circumstances. This allows the nation to 
develop its capacity to support the effort of restructuring 
our armed forces. 


On the international front, it is with great satisfaction 
that we note the increasing awareness of the true nature 
of the southern Africa conflict and how aggression 
against our country features in it. The international 
community’s positive response to the economic rehabil- 
itation program and support for the victims of famine 
and terrorism proves this. 
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The People’s Assembly hereby salutes members of the 
diplomatic corps here and the international community 
for ihe humanitarian, political, and material solidarity 
with our people, and the growing commitment to the 
definitive elimination of racism and colonialism in Afri- 
ca. We, the peoples of southern Africa, want to live in 
peace and democracy so that we can dedicate ourselves 
to the progress and development of our nations and our 


region. 


We hereby salute the deputies and guests for their roles 
in the exercise of democracy, which was at the core of 
our discussions. We hereby salute the working commis- 
sions and groups for their indefatigable work. We hereby 
call on the deputies to commit themselves even further 
to implementation of the important decisions made 
during the third session of the People’s Assembly. They 
must do this when they return to their places of work and 
residence. 


Our initiative and capacity to convey to the people our 
discussions and decisions here are central to the success- 
ful implementation of our decisions. 


Dear deputies: A session of the People’s Assembly never 
restricts itself to events within this room. As we talk and 
discuss issues, many workers are taking care of many 
secretarial and support tasks. To all these workers, we 
would like to address a word of appreciation, thus 
expressing our profound esteem and admiration for their 
important contribution. 


Dear deputies and invited guests: We wish you a safe 
return to your homes and working places. We hope that 
you will enjoy a happy festive season in the company of 
your families and friends. 


Finally, we would like to say to you dear deputies, 
members of the diplomatic corps, and invited guests that 
we hope the new year of 1988 will bring new paths for 
peace, happiness, and progress. Thank you. 


The struggle continues. [applause] 


Deserter Claims RSA Supplying MNR With Weapons 
MB230716 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0600 GMT 23 Dec 87 


[Text] An MNR deserter claims that South Africa is still 
supplying Mozambican rebels with arms and ammuni- 
tion. Vasco Giera handed himself over to authorities 
when he could no longer stand the life of a guerrilla. He 
is quoted by a Portuguese news agency as saying South 
African boats, moving along Mozambique’s Indian 
Ocean coast, have been involved in arms supply opera- 
tions. The last such handover, he says, took place in 
September off the coast of central Sofala Province. 
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Mozambique has repeatedly accused South Africa, with 
whom it signed a nonaggression accord in 1984, of 
violating the agreement and arming the rebels. Pretoria 
has denied the accusations. 


MNR Announces Unilateral Christmas Cease-fire 
MB181518 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1400 GMT 18 Dec 87 


[Text] Mozambican rebels have announced that they will 
observe a 24-hour truce over the Christmas holiday. It is 
the first such peace offer proposed by the MNR in its 
10-year hit-and-run bush war against the Maputo gov- 
ernment. In a note released in Lisbon, MNR spokesman 
Manuel Frank says MNR forces will, in his words, 
interrupt all military activities from 1800 local Christ- 
mas Eve until 1800 Christmas Day. The rebel truce 
announcement comes a day after President Chissano 
announced his government is to introduce legislation 
formalizing an offer of amnesty to MNR guerrillas who 
leave the organization. 


Communique Announces 1988 Draft Registration 
MB221928 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1730 GMT 22 Dec 87 


[Text] In a communique dated 18 December, the Min- 
istry of National Defense has announced that the census 
campaign for compulsory military service in 1988 will 
take place between 2 January and 2 March 1988. 


The communique stated that this census campangn cov- 
ers people of both sexes born in 1971. 


The communique also drew attention to the need for 
certain documents under the terms of the census cam- 
paign. These documents include the identity book, dec- 
laration of residence, certificate of academic qualifica- 


tions, and six passport-type photographs. 


Provincial recruitment centers will indicate the location 
of census posts soon. 


Namibia 


Cabinet Condemns Bombing Attempt in Windhoek 
MB200946 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 20 Dec 87 


[Text] The South-West African Cabinet has condemned 
the failed bomb blast in a clothing shop in Windhoek. In 
a statement released by the secretary of the cabinet in 
Windhoek an appeal has been made to members of the 
public to help the security forces in their attempts to 
trace potential murderers and their accomplices. The 
cabinet has also said it is thankful that nobody was 
injured in the incident. 


The statement comes after the minor explosion that 
occurred in a shopping center in Windhoek yesterday 
morning. The detonator cap of a 4-kilogram bomb 
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exploded, but the bomb itself did not go off. The cabinet 
says that at the time of the explosion there were about 
800 people in the shop and nearly 100 in the immediate 
vicinity. 


If the bomb, a Soviet-manufactured MUV-24, had 
exploded it could have resulted in a considerable loss of 
life. The police are still examining te parcel that con- 
tained the bomb, which was handed in at the security 
section of the shop about 1/2 hour before the explosion 
occurred. 


Land Mine Kills 2 in Ondingwa District 
MB211205 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1100 GMT 21 Dec 37 


[Text] Two people died and two others were injured 
when a vehicle detonated a land mine in the Ondingwa 
District of northern South-West Africa/Namibia at the 
weekend. 


Meanwhile, a number of businesses in Windhoek have 
announced stricter security measures. A detonator was 
activated, but failed to explode a powerful [words indis- 
tinct] in the parcel section of a clothing store in the city 
center on Saturday. 


Republic of South Africa 


Commentary Opposes U.S. ‘Double Taxation’ 
MB23052i Johannesburg Domestic in English 
0500 GMT 23 Dec 87 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] Present American actions in South Africa, says a 
commentator this week, have increasingly the appear- 
ance of destabilization and economic war. He was refer- 
ring to the push by Congress to impose double taxation 
on American companies in South Africa. The move will 
affect more than 160 firms and while the precise effects 
cannot be quantified, it is generally accepted that many 
will be forced to withdraw from South Affica. Seriously 
concerned opponents of the tax penalty have their hands 
tied. It is only one of myriad clauses of a crucial tax bill 
that all sides were anxious to have enacted as soon as 


possible. 


Indeed it is hard to see in the behavior of many Ameri- 
can politicians these days anything but a blind determi- 
nation to destabilize through economic disruption. That 
the damage they could cause would inevitably be far 
greater than any questionable good they might achieve 
seems to be irrelevant. An attempt to drive American 
business out of South Africa is how acting State Secre- 
tary Mr John Whitehead describes the tax penalty in a 
warning that it would only serve to weaken American 
influence and slow the process of change in South Africa. 
Even a leading sponsor of America’s original sanctions 
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package, Senator Richard Lugar, has been put off by the 
irresponsible implications of the latest measure and 
lobbied against its adoption. 


To such warnings, however, the unrestrained sanctions 
campaigners in Congress are sublimely indifferent. They 
simply avoid the larger issues raised by their actions, at 
least in public. After the House of Representatives had 
voted to approve the tax clause this week, its author, 
Congressman Charles Rangel, told journalists in all 
seriousness that he did not know what its effect would be 
on American business operations in South Africa. He 
avoided, as his fellow campaigners have consistently 
done, admitting the obvious fact that it is a blatant 
device for forcing disinvestment. To admit that would be 
to concede that by their actions they are endangering the 
livelihood of the very people they are ostensibly helping. 


But, it is futile to look for a rational justification of such 
measures from the Charlies Rangels of American politics. 
In terms of either the foreign policy objectives of the 
United States or its professed concern for black welfare 
and democratic progress in South Africa, they have no 
justification. 


What outsiders have witnessed in the American Con- 
gress in this past week has been that most unedifying 
spectacle in politics—the gut reaction of politicians to an 
emotional issue that can be exploited for votes. And once 
the dimension of political life takes over and submerges 
considerations of duty, national interest, and equity, 
sense and sensibility are the last qualities to be looked for 
among the participants. 


UN Report Says Armed Forces Still in Angola 
MB231144 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1100 GMT 23 Dec 87 


[Text] The United Nations Security Council is to again 
consider South Africa's role in the Angolan conflict. The 
Council will debate a report by the organization’s secre- 
tary general, Dr Javier Perez de Cuellar. Dr de Cuellar’s 
report said South Africa was still in southern Angola. 


In Pretoria, the South African Department of Foreign 
Affairs said it had nothing to add to previous statements 
about the withdrawal of South African troops from 
Angola. The department was reacting to Dr de Cuellar’s 
report. The foreign affairs spokesman pointed out that 
the South African minister of defense had said on 25 
November that South African troops were being with- 
drawn under circumstances which made it impossible to 
determine a time schedule for the withdrawal. 


Transkei Police Confirm Matanzima Restriction 
MB221153 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1145 GMT 
22 Dec 87 


[Text] Umtata Dec 22 SAPA—The former state presi- 
dent of Transkei, Paramount Chief Kaiser Matanzima, 
was restricted to his Qamata great place under Section 
30 of the Security Laws on Saturday morning. 
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According to the commissioner of the Transkei police, 
General Leonard Kawe, the restriction order was handed 
to Paramount Chief Matanzima at his Qamata home. 
The reasons for the restrictions were that his movements 
were not conducive to peace in the country. 


Gen Kawe went on to say that all the reasons that led to 
his arrest recently had not been dropped and he could 
soon be called to the court of law. Gen Kawe would not 
say that a political pi rty, the National Party of Transkei, 
under the leadership of Chief Kaiser, could be banned. 


The party was scheduled to hold its first conference on 
December 5 when Paramount Chief Matanzima said it 
would break the ice, and it could not take place as the 
leader was admitted to a Bloemfontein hospital. 


Paramount Chief Matanzima was flown to and from 
Bloemfontein in a Transkei military helicopter, and on 
his return, after staying in the Transkei consulate where 
he was being treated by a private physician, was released 
from detention. 


Although Paramount Chief Matanzima was restricted to 
his Qamata great place, he w2s not available for com- 
ment yesterday. 


3 Newspapers Receive Censorship Warnings 
MB211521 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1353 GMT 
21 Dec 87 


[Text] Pretoria, Dec 21, SAPA—Three more publica- 
tions—one of them the mouthpiece of a rightwing Afri- 
kaner organisation—came a step closer to government 
censorship or suspension today with the publication of 
official warnings in the Government Gazette by the 
minister of home affairs, Mr Stoffel Botha. 


The publications, SOUTH, DIE STEM [The Voice] and 
WORK IN PROGRESS, were recently warned by the 
minister of his intended action, in private letters sent to 
them. 


As was the case with the publications, WEEKLY MAIL 
and NEW NATION, the three warned today have 14 
days in which to make representations to Mr Botha in 
connection with the warnings and the grounds stated for 
the intended action. 


The notices today warn that the three publications’ 
contents, in the minister’s opinion, are “causing a threat 
to the safety of the public or to the maintenance of public 
order, or is causing a delay ‘» the termination of the state 
of emergency.” 


In terms of the Public Safety Act regulations, the minis- 
ter may, after the warning and consideration of repre- 
sentations from the publications concerned, suspend the 
publication for periods of up to three months or appoint 
a pre-publishing censor. 
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Police Note Decline in Terrorist Incidents 
MB23 1003 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
23 Dec 87 p 2 


[By Robyn Chalmers] 


[Text] The number of terrorist incidents in SA has 
declined slightly this year, according to police. 


The SA Police claim the drop is due to tighter security 
and its success in breaking internal ANC networks and 
capturing large numbers of terrorists. 


This is evident from statistics released by the SAP 
yesterday and an evaluation of terrorist attacks in this 
year as opposed to 1986. 


Until October there had been 91 politically-inspired 
murders or attempted murders of civilians—a drop from 
the 113 attempts last year. 


There had been a dramatic increase in the number of 
terrorist attacks on civilians, black community leaders, 
police, municipal police and SADF members. 


The increase in attacks from the period 1976 to 1984 to 
the period 1985 to 1987 is a massive 476 percent, from 
71 to 409. 


Attempts on the lives of SAP members this year have 
also increased, from 63 in 1986 to 75 in 1987. 


There has been a notable decrease in the number of 
weapons found in 1987 as opposed to 1986, with 76 
hand-grenades in 1986 and 67 this year; 61 limpet mines 
in 1986 and 43 in 1987; 26 landmines in 1986 and 13 
this year; and a slight increase in AK47’s at 31 this year 
and 28 last year. 


According to police, there have also been more “un- 
known” explosives at 20 this year and 12 last year. 


Police Issue Unrest Report Covering 22 Dec 
MB230706 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0617 GMT 
23 Dec 87 


[Text] Pretoria Dec 23 SAPA—(Here follows the unrest 
report issued by the South African Police public relations 
division in Pretoria.) 


The following unrest-related incident was reported over- 


night: 


At Henley Dam (Pietermaritzburg) a group of blacks 
attacked the occupants of a private house. Petrol was 
poured over the five occupants and they were then set 
alight. Two of the victims fled the house but were 
attacked and stabbed with knives. 


Four people, a 37-year-old black woman, a 46-year-old 
black woman and two 16-year-old black youths, died. 
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The two women and one of the youths were burnt to 
death and the other youth was stabbed to death. 


The fifth victim, a 48-year-old black woman, sustained 
serious burn and stab wounds and was admitted to 
hospital. 


The house was burnt down and a vehicle parked next to 
the house also extensively damaged. 


Press Comments on Current Issues, Problems 
MB230945 [Editorial Report] 


CITIZEN Condemns Press Censorship — “Although 
THE CITIZEN has accepted the need for regulations 
that curb the press during the emergency, we baulk at the 
suspension of publications, or the putting in of censors to 
control their contents,” remarks the page 6 editorial in 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 22 Decem- 
ber. “Our advice to the government is that it should 
think again befcre acting in a way that is bound to create 
a furore here and abroad.” 


STAR Editorial on Press Freedom — A front page 
editorial in Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 23 
December says “our country is not yet a police state and, 
as Countess Donhoff of West Germany’s DIE ZEIT told 
THE STAR’s international conference on the press this 
year, there is a great difference between a totalitarian 
state and an authoritarian regime. Yet our differences 
from totalitarianism are rapidly dwindling under the 
prolonged state of emergency.” “At our more immediate 
individual peril do we disregard the threats to half a 
dozen South African publications which face closure.” 
“One thing that all the publications under threat have in 
common is that they oppose the present government. 
Another common factor could possibly prove to be that, 
if their cases can get to the courts, each will be proved 
innocent. However, the threat facing all South Africans 
is that the new rules, given disguised respectability 
through elaborate procedures and publication in the 
Government Gazette, blatantly deny proper legal pro- 
cess to any publication practising freedom of speech.” 


Caution Needed for Bophuthatswana-Botswana Merger 
— Commenting on Bophuthatswana’s hopes for a 
merger with Botswana, a page 8 editorial says “Pretoria 
might not be too averse to the idea—it has already tried 
to offload chunks of two homelands to Swaziland—but a 
change of sovereignty would be opposed by South Afri- 
can black nationalists, who still regard Bophuthatswana 
as part of a future unitary state.” “Such opposition 


would be one reason for caution on ¢! »f Bots- 
wana.” 
BUSINESS DAY: Unions Not ‘Pushovers' — “The 


turbulence of the labour relations scene in 1987 has 
demonstrated with more clarity than ever before the 
potential, and the limits, of union power in SA,” writes 
Alan Fine on page 4 of BUSINESS DAY in English on 23 
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December. “Despite the setbacks unions have already 
suffered, and the crises still to come, employers would be 
unwise to expect them to become pushovers in 1988.” 
“If the government clamp-down materialises employers 
can expect to come under substantial pressure from 
unions to become involved—both through non-use of 
the more objectionable aspects of new labour legislation 
and intervention to protect the civil liberties of those 
individuals and organisations that become targets of 
government action.” 


VADERLAND Criticizes Tutu Sanctions Stance — A 
page 16 editorial in Johannesburg DIE VADERLAND 
in Afrikaans on 21 December says that “last week in 
Nairobi Archbishop Desmond Tutu became aware that 
“many t.mes there is less freedom in independent African 
countries than under the colonial system’.” “One hopes 
that this new awareness will prompt Bishop Tutu to 
formulate new opinions.” The editorial points out that 
““while Tutu lives in luxury and travels around the world 
he still calls for sanctions against South Africa.” “For 
him the path of reform in South Africa is one of large 
scale unemployment and the miser’ and hardship which 
accompanies it.” 


BEELD on U.S. Double Tax Laws — Johannesburg 
BEELD in Afrikaans on 22 December in a page 6 
editorial comments on the U.S. proposal of double 
taxation of companies in South Africa, saying “we 
respect the Reagan administration attempts to take pre- 
ventive measures but that does not scare the enemies of 
the Republic of South Africa.” “Attempts against the 
Republic will keep coming and because the U.S. political 
system often depends on compromise, it is possible that 
the enemy may be successful. That is why we are 
sceptical about U.S. interference in the Republic which 
is increasingly taking the form of destabilization and 
economic war.” 


BEELD Defends Nkomati Accord — A second editorial 
on the same page says “the high expectations generated 
by the Nkomati Accord have not been met—to the 
detriment of both parties.” “It remains inconceivable 
that Mozambique, now on its knees economically 
because it refuses to come to an agreement with Renamo, 
cannot see that it would benefit by cooperating with 
South Africa, but prefers to favor the ANC. Neverthe- 
less, the Nkomati Accord has the potential to show the 
world that South Africa and its black neighbors can 
cooperate. Attempts to achieve this should in no way 
diminish.” 


Zambia 


Kaunda Calls for a ‘Blov: to Capitalism’ 
MB220616 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 22 Dec 87 


[Text] The president, Comrade Kaunda, officially closed 
the 4-day 22nd UNIP [United National Independence 
Party] National Council in Lusaka yesterday and called 
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for ideological unity in the party to make it more 
effective. Comrade Kaunda said such unity will enable 
the party to deal a blow to capitalism, which he said, had 
spread its wings over the past decade. 


He noted that instead of diminishing, capitalism seems 
to be spreading in every direction, in some cases claim- 
ing a few leaders to its growing line of conflict. The 
president stressed that capitalism had to be defeated to 
enable the party to fulfill its revolutionary mission of 
transforming Zambia into a classless society. 


Turning to resolutions passed at the National Council, 
Comrade Kaunda congratulated the councillors for 
doing a good job and he called for the proper implemen- 
tation of the formulated policies. 


The closing of the council meeting was also attended by 
the party secretary general, Comrade Grey Zulu; the 
prime minister, Comrade Kebby Musokotwane; Secre- 
tary of State for Defense and Security Alex Shapi; the 
chief justice, Annel Silungwe; and the speaker of the 
National Assembly, Dr Robinson Nabulyato. 


Zimbabwe 


ZANU, ZAPU Sign Agreement Uniting Parties 
MB221441 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1438 GMT 
22 Dec 87 


[Text] Harare, Dec 22, SAPA—Leader of the ruling 
ZANU (PF) Party and Zimbabwean prime minister, Mr 
Robert Mugabe and his pre-independence ally and PF- 
ZAPU president, Dr Joshua Nkomo, today signed a 
historic agreement paving the way for national unity and 
political stability, the national news agency ZIANA 
reports. 


Mr Mugabe and Dr Nkomo put the signatures uniting 
both parties under the name ZANU (PF) at about 3.38 
pm (local time) thereby ending about six years of bitter 
rivalry when the two parties fell out in 1981 after the 
discovery of arms caches on PF-ZAPU properties. 


Mr Mugabe described today as “a great day because it 
has seen the coming together in body, mind and spirit of 
the two parties which as you know have maintained their 
Own positions for quite a long time.” 


Under the agreement, Mr Mugabe shall be the first 
secretary and president of the party—the positions he 
has held in his own party since its congress in 1984. 


Both Mr Mugabe’s party and PF-ZAPU are expected, 
under the agreement signed before Zimbabwean Presi- 
dent Canaan Banana at State House to hold national 
congresses that would ratify it “within the shortest 
possible time.” 
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After signing the agreement, Mr Mugabe said former 
PF-ZAPU leaders would be appointed to cabinet posts 
and as diplomats. He did not reveal the ministries they 
would lead. Except for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
there would not be any changes in the public service. 


The agreement would also require that a new party 
siructure be worked out in conformity with the aspira- 
tions of the people. Mr Mugabe said the restructuring 
exercise would begin with the cells, branches, districts, 
and provinces through to the Central Commitiee and 
Political Bureau. 


“This will be done on a joint basis, in consultation with 
each other,” he said. 


He expected that ail in Zimbabwe would accept the 
agreement and promote peace throughout the country. 
“Let us leave the heritage of unity to our children. We 
can now move into the future, hand in hand, to our end,” 
he said. 


Mr Nkomo said the decision to unite had been sparked 
by both leaders desire to leave a peaceful and united 
Zimbabwe. “We did not want to leave behind us a legacy 
of division among our people. What is contained in this 
document is a true feeling of both political parties,” he 
said after signing the agreement with Mr Mugabe. 


Mr Nkomo urged the leaders of both parties to be sincere 
in their work to implement the new agreement. “Unless 
the leaders lead the people towards full oneness, then 
these signatures are in vain,” he said. 


The unity agreement should be seen within the context of 
uniting all Zimbabweans of different races, tribes and 
political affiliation, he said. “This is the beginning of 
unity, for unity is not just the signing of documents, but 
what is to come,” he added. 


Mugabe Praises Pact 
MB221551 Harare Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 22 Dec 87 


[Report on address by Prime Minister Robert Mugabe 
on the signing of the unity agreement between ZANU-PF 
and ZAPU-PF at State House in Harare on 22 Decem- 
ber] 


[Text] [Unidentified announcer] Today is a great day. 
Those were the emotional words uttered by the prime 
minister and first secretary of ZANU-PF, Comrade 
Robert Gabriel Mugabe, between [word indistinct] and 
1545, after signing a long awaited agreement of unity 
with Dr Joshua Nkomo, the leader of PF-ZAPU. 


[Begin Mugabe recording] Today is a great day. It is a 
great day because it has seen the coming together in 
body, mind, and spirit, of our two parties which, as you 
know, had maintained their own positions for quite a 
long time. Our coming together today is perhaps a 
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development of the experience we have had before; for 
during the liberation struggle when other parties that 
were in the country decided to go for the internal 
settlement, our two parties not only rejected that internal 
settlement, but decided to oppose it in a revolutionary 
way and came together under the Patriotic Front. 


Under the Patriotic Front, we negotiated for a settlement 
in Geneva at the Geneva Conference talks in 1976. We 
defeated the machinations of the enemy. Under the 
Patriotic Front, we negotiated the Anglo-American pro- 
posals, 1977-78, and we demonstrated our commitment 
to freedom and independence based on no other princi- 
ple than that of majority rule for Zimbabwe. 


When that was not accepted by the British Government 
and the reactionaries within the country, we intensified 
the struggle on our two fronts. But the enemy was a 
common one, and bullets were fired from both those 
fronts in one direction—the direction in which the 
common enemy stood; the direction in which the polit- 
ical trajectory lay—towards the goal of true freedom of 
our people, a democratic order allowing fo'' full partici- 
pation by all the people, regardless of their color, ethni- 
city, or religious affiliation. 


And in 1979, when the Lancaster House Conference was 
held, we stood firmly together. The British tactics and 
the strategy which they displayed was meant in the first 
place to (?pose) a fait accompli before us by negotiating 
with the internal groups and confronting us with a ready 
position. Secondly, it was meant to divide us. But, the 
British perhaps had not realized sufficiently how much 
we had worked together through the Patriotic Front, and 
how (?permanent) our belief was to each other, ZANU, 
ZAPU, Comrade Nkomo, and myself. There was no 
stand we ever took without discussing it and assessing 
the implications of that stand. 


And so from the beginning to the end, there was never 
any division between us. Yes, we might have had differ- 
ent perceptions, different viewpoints, but we always took 
what was a common stand, and at the end we emerged 
with a package that we were able to give to our people. It 
wasn't all that perfect, but at least it contained the 
principle of majority rule and total freedom for our 


people. 


So, there is this pact [word indistinct] to the events of 
today. We may have held elections separately, yes. That 
was our decision, separately. Bui after the 8 years of 
experience, we have examined the position in the coun- 
try, the interest of the people, the interest of our parties 
and the interest of the leadership. We have come to no 
other conclusion than that, unity would enhance our 
freedom and independence: unity would enhance the 
status of our people; unity would demonstrate the one- 
ness of direction of our people; and unity, of course, 
would mean a common allegiance, a common loyalty, 
and a common struggle against both internal and exter- 
nal forces of destabilization. 
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And so, after several meetings,the documents we are 
going to individually sign will show that 10 major 
meetings were held, most of them in Parliament Build- 
ing, that democratic house where our peopie express 
their freedom. [several words indistinct] [end recording] 


Bulawayo ‘Massacre’ Trial Date Set for 31 Dec 
MB220808 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 0630 GMT 22 Dec 87 


[Text] Seven people are to appear in the Bulawayo 
Supreme Court on charges of murder in a sequel to the 
massacre of 11 missionaries and 5 of their children in 
Harare last month. Court officials said the people, all 
former squatters on the two farms where the missionar- 
ies were hacked to death, will appear in court on the 31st 
of this month. Under Zimbabwean law they face the 
death sentence if convicted. 


The attacks on the farms were the worst since Zim- 
babwe’s independence from Britain in 1980. Security 
officials said at the time that the missionaries had been 
massacred by a gang of armed dissidents backed by 
squatters who had been ordered off the land by the 
government a few days earlier. 


Official Says Matabeleland Under Control 
MB230702 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2102 GMT 
22 Dec 87 


[Text] Harare Dec 22 SAPA—The Zimbabwean Minis- 
try of Defence will continue deploying forces in Matabe- 
leland North and South to curtail “even the occasional 
and isolated” cases of murder, rape and arson or armed 
robbery, Defence Secretary Willard Chiwewe said here 
today. 


According to a text of his speech released today and read 
at a Christmas party for foreign military attaches based 
in Zimbabwe, Mr Chiwewe said although the ministry 
continued to receive reports of murders, arson and rape 
in these areas, the ““wave of banditry was declining as a 
result of successful operations by the defence and secu- 
rity forces in the affected areas,” according to a 
report by ZIANA, Zimbabwe's national nc ws agency. 


“We are now talking about scattered gangs in isolated 
areas Carrying out brutalities upon unsuspecting defen- 
celess families and villages,” he said. He added that even 
these gangs had become fewer in numbers, weaker and 
disorganised as “‘we account for their gang leaders.” 
“The picture is much brighter now than it was before. 
We continue our deployments, however, to curtail even 
the occasional and isolated cases of murder, rape, arson 
or robbery,”’ said Mr Chiwewe. 


He said increasing support and cooperation from the 
local communities and the public were the main reasons 
for the current successes in the fight against dissidents. 
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On the security situation along the border with Mozam- 
bique where during October, November and early 
December, Zimbabwean civilians were killed by MNR 
“bandits”, Mr Chiwewe said the situation “has drasti- 
cally improved,” the ZIANA report said. 


RSA Military Presence Denied 
MB231021 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
23 Dec 87 p4 


[Text] Harare—Zimbabwe’s minister of state for securi- 
ty, Mr Emmerson Munangagwa, has denied that South 
Africa is militarily involved in the seven-year guerrilla 
war in the western provinces of Matabeleland. 


In an interview published this week in ZIMBABWE 
NEWS, the official organ of the ruling ZANU (PF) party, 
Mr Munangagwa was quoted as saying: “We are positive 
that there has not been any infiltration from South 
Africa in that area (western Zimbabwe).” 


His assertion contradicts foreign press reports that Gagi- 
gusu, the guerilla leader named as the perpetrator of the 
massacre of 16 white missionaries south of Bulawayo on 
November 26, had infiltrated across the Limpopo River 
with 75 others in November. 


Mr Munangagwa also denied that the security situation 
in Matabeleland and the Midlands Provinces had wors- 
ened in spite of the killing of the missionaries and 10 
white farmers. 


“What has changed is the choice of targets. For publicity 
purposes, they are choosing sensitive targets which result 
in both internal and external publicity, like the killing of 
white farmers.” 


So far this year, security forces had killed 46 bandits and 
“‘a lesser number” had been captured, he said. 


Mr Munangagwa also denied that MNR rebels had 
started operating inside Zimbabwe for political reasons. 


Reports of MNR incursions have, in numerous cases, 
been accompanied by claims by the guerillas, either 
verbally to their victims or in pamphlets, that their 
action was directly because of Prime Minister Robert 
Mugabe's support for the government of President Joa- 
quim Chissano or that they regard the Zimbabwean side 
of the border as “our country”. 


Minister Warns Against Employing Mozambicans 
MB211740 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1640 GMT 
21 Dec 87 


[Text] Harare, Dec 21, SAPA—The Zimbabwe Govern- 
ment has warned employers along the country’s eastern 
border against giving work to Mozambicans. The move 
is a bid to curb armed attacks by the Mozambique 
National Resistance Movement (MNR), the national 
news agency, ZIANA, reported today. 
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The agency said Security Minister Emmerson 
Munangagwa, in an interview published in the Decem- 
ber issue of ZIMBABWE NEWS, said people along the 
border had been asked not to employ Mozambicans 
“because most have relatives in the MNR or are in one 
way or the other connected with the MNR. 


“All Mozambicans who come to Zimbabwe in those 
(border) areas must be reported so as to be cleared by the 
police as to whether they are genuine Mozambicans or 
MNR collaborators,” he said. 


The minister singled out areas around Rushinga, Nya- 
mapanda, Mutare, Nyamaropa, Chipinge and Chiredzi 
as regions where stringent security measures are now 
being enforced. 
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According to government information, the MNR 
attacked Zimbabwe for food and clothing and not 
because of its military involvement in Mozambique’s 
12-year war, ZIANA said. 


Mr Munangagwa said the MNR were choosing sensitive 
targets “like the killing of white commercial farmers” for 


publicity purposes. 


He added that security forces had performed well against 
the “bandits” in terms of statistics. “This year alone we 
have accounted for 46 dissidents killed and a lesser 
number captured.” 


The minister urged Zimbabweans to remain vigilant “in 
the face of South Africa’s acts of sabctage particularly in 
urban areas.” 
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Burkina Faso 


Popular Front Lifts Curfew 23 December 
AB231321 Domestic Service in French 
1306 GMT 23 Dec 87 


[Text] There is no longer a curfew in the country. This is 
a decisio of the coordinating committee of the Popular 
Front. Here is the communique issued in this regard: 


As of today, 23 December, the curfew instituted on 15 
October 1987 has been fully lifted throughout the nation. 
However, the militant people of Burkina Faso have been 
called upon to be permanently vigilant in discharging 
security tasks to ensure the success of the rectification 
process and the consolidation of the achievements of the 
People’s Democratic Revolution. 


The fatherland or death, we will win! 


Compaore Receives Malian Foreign Minister 16 Dec 
AB162058 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 16 Dec 87 


[Text] Captain Blaise Comoaore, chairman of the Pop- 
ular Frowt and head of state, this afternoon received 
Modibo Keita, Malian minister of foreign affairs and 
cooperation. Mr Keita delivered a message from the 
Malian president to his Burkinabe counterpart on the 
si ‘ngthening of the friendly and brotherly relations 
between our two countries. 


Receives Sovict, U.S., French Envoys 
AB190649 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 18 Dec 87 


[Excerpts] The head of state this morning received in 
succession the Soviet, U.S., and French envoys to Burk- 
ina Faso. Harouna Bany has the details: 


[Bany] After they presented their letters of accreditation 
on 28 November in Bobo Dioulasso, the French, Soviet, 
and U.S. envoys to Burkina Faso were this morning 
received by Comrade Captain Blaise Compaore, chair- 
man of the Popular Front and head of state. The first to 
be received was the Soviet ambassador to Burkina Faso, 
His Excellency Mr (Egeny Korengiasov), who said after 
the audience that he came to deliver a from the 
general secretary of the CPSU. Their talks, he said, 
focused or: bilateral relations. 


Asxed about Africa’s debt, the Soviet diplomat stated 
that it is a problem that must have a global solution. 


[passage omitted] 


After the USSR envoy, the U.S. ambassador to Burkina 
Faso, Mr David Shinn, met with the head of state. He 
expressed delight at the new turn in bilateral relations 
and emphasized the fields in which bilateral cooperation 
will be developed. [passage omitted] 
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The French ambassador, Mr Alain Deschamps, closed 
the series of talks. He said that he found the head of 
state’s 28 November statement well balanced. He then 
talked of the revival of bilateral cooperation and gave his 
point of view on the recent Franco-African summit. 
[passage omitted] 


Compaore Thanks People of Po for Support 
AB171521 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 17 Dec 87 


[Text] A meeting was held this nwrning at Po in the 
presence of Comrade Capiain Blaise Compaore, chair- 
man of the Popular Front and head of state. The aim of 
the meeting was to thank the militant population of Po 
for the historical role they have played and for their 
constant support for the RDP [People’s Democratic 
Revolution]. The people of Po came out in great number 
to listen to the head of state, whe was addressing the 
people of Po for the first time since 15 October. The 
ceremony was attended by political, administrative, and 
religious authorities of Po. 


The head of state was accompanied by members of the 
Popular Front, the minister of popular defense and 
security, the minister of agriculture, and the secretary of 
state for social action. 


BBC Reports Compaore Facing ‘Growing 
AB211750 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 21 Dec 87 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Captain Compaore’s Popular Front government 
in Burkina Faso, which took over after the assassination 
of Thomas Sankara in October, is facing growing orga- 
nized opposition from people who apparently prefer 
Sankara’s flamboyant form of revolution. The former 
Burkina ambassador to Cuba is staying put in his 
embassy in Havana, and it is portraying a political 
movement and a clandestine opposition movement has 
been circulating leaflets in Ouagadougou in recent weeks 
denouncing Captain Compaore. Now there have been 
arrests. From Ouagadougou, Jane Baxter cabled this 


report: 


[Begin studio announcer recording] At the moment, it is 
impossible to find out just how many people were taken 
into detention last week in the first [words indistinct]. 


Indeed, a senior member of the Popular Front, Captain 
Arsene Ye, says these detainees, who seem to number 
about eight, are not actually under arrest, but only being 
held for questioning. Two are former Burkinabe ambas- 
sadors in Algeria and Libya. Both of them denounced th- 
Popular Front after the death of Sankara, and the forrmer 
Libyan ambassador actually refused to represent Burk- 
ina Faso after the death of his nephew, Thomas Sankara. 
[sentence as heard] 
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It is still unclear whether Basile Guissou, former minis- 
ter of information, was among those arrested. Someone 
who visited the detainees yest. jay at the gendarmerie 
claims to have seen him there but security officials say 
they are still looking for Guissou. These latest deten- 
tions, which are reported to have begun last Monday [14 
December], seem linked to the underground political 
tracts. Capt Arsene Ye says anyone seen distributing 
them can expect to be visited by security offic‘als. But Ye 
says there is [words indistinct] in the hands of security 
people and he is not fully informed of all details. He says, 
however, that the detainees are not kept in cells or 
questioned, he says, but without torturing. [sentence as 
heard] 


However, nothing ai all has been said about the deietions 
in the public media, and it is only through concerned 
family merrbers that any news of the arrests reach the 
public. [end recording] 


AFP Opposition Arrests 
AB221349 Paris AFP in French 1304 C “4T 22 Dec 87 


[Text] Ouagadougou, 22 Dec (AFP)}—Several influential 
members of the Union of Renewed Communist Strug- 
gles (ULCR), including Valere Some, former minister of 
higher education and scientific research under the 
Thomas Sankara regime, were arrested, it was learned 
today from official sources in Ouagadougou. According 
to these sources, the persons arrested were accused of 
“being caught in the act of preparing and distributing 
leaflets” hostile to the Popular Front (the highest polit- 
ical body in Burkina Faso since the 15 October coup 
d'etat) chaired by Captain Blaise Compaore. 


Osmarou Idani, former director of the Burkinabe 
National Electricity Company (Sonabel), and two other 
persons— Gilbert Kambire and Firmin Diallo—are 
among the personalities arrested, these same sources 
add, without specifying the total number of arrests made. 


According to sources . ‘ose to the ULCR, Basile Guisso, 
former minister of iv‘ormation, and Train Raymond 
Poda, former minister of justice, are being sought by the 
authorities in connection with this affair. 


Until the fall of the Sankara regime, the ULCR was 
represented in the CNR (the ruling political body of 
Burkina from 4 August 1983 to 15 October 1987). It 
participated successively in the various governments 
formed by Captain Sankara. Following dissent during 
the last congress, the ULCR was split in two: One 
faction, claiming to be the original ULC [Union of 
Communist Struggles], is participating in the present 
government, while the other faction, of a reformist 
tendency and led by Valere Some, is keeping its distance 
from the new regime. 
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Government sources blame the latter faction for being 
the caus’. of the various political crises experienced by 
the CNR, which resulted specifically in the ousting of the 
Patriotic League for Development, the Burkinabe sec- 
tion of the African Party of Independence (Lipar/Pai). 


Radio Reports Arrests 
AB222107 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
2000 GMT 22 Dec 87 


[Text] In Burkina Faso, several persons were arrested 
over the weekend in Ouagadougou. For what reasons 
were they arrested and who are those arrested? On line 
from tne Burkinabe capital, listen to (Tigana): 


{Begin recording] There were several arrests. They con- 
cern men who want to resist and pursue at all costs the 
work of Sankara who was killed on 15 October 1987. 
They are the former ambassadors of Burkina to Libya 
and to Algeria. [Words indistinct] Sanogo Bachirou 
reportedly flew Burkina’s flag at half mast following the 
announcement of the death of Sankara, as a mark of 
mourning, for which the present Burkinabe authorities 
cannot forgive him. Those arrested also included two 
men whose popularity transcend Burkina’s borders: 
Valere Some, who was minister of higher education and 
scientific research under Sankara and one of the leaders 
of the ULCR, Union of Renewed Communist Struggles. 
He also wrote the famous Political Orientation Speech, 
DOP, of 2 October 1983. Then we have Basile Guissou. 
Under Sankara, he assumed the key post of minister of 
foreign affairs, then that of information, until Sankara’s 
last cabinet reshuffle in August 1987. These two men are 
the leaders of the ULCR, an organization [words indis- 
tinci] since the advent of the Popular Front, because of 
its decision not to join the rectification process. The 
leaders of the Popular Front are accusing these two men 
of being at the root of leaflets hostile to Captain Blaise 
Compaore and inciting the Burkinabe people to revolt. 


There are also rumors of the arrest of Watamou Lamien, 
a report with little credibility. If Watamou Lamien has 
really been arrested, this means that there have been 
some differences of opinion and therefore division 
within the Popular Front. Let us say that Watamou 
Lamien was minister of equipment under Sankara and 
he even took a very active part in the bloody events of 15 
October which led to the death of the former chairman of 
the CNR. Several people even expected that he would be 
given a high post of responsibility. [passage indistinct] 
[end recording] 


BBC Reports More Arrests 
AB231553 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 23 Dec 87 


{From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Arrests are apparently continuing in Burkina Faso 
as Captain Compaore, the courtry’s new leader, tries to 
keep the lid on mounting opposition from people loyal to 
the revolutionary policies of the late President Thomas 
Sankara who as assassinated in October. 
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Last week, a number of people were taken in by security 
forces officially for questioning in connection with pro- 
Sankara leaflets produced by an underground opposition 
movement. There is talk of more detentions but the 
authorities are being tight-lipped, to say the least. From 
Ouagadougou, Joan Baxter cabled this report. 


[Begin recording] The national head of the presidential 
press, Alhassan Traore, told me this niorning that the 
whole matter is secret and that he has only been 
informed through dispatches from international wire 
services. As a result, it remains unclear how many people 
were rounded up last week and why they are still in 
detention when officially they were only taken in for 
questioning. Sources here confirmed that the former 
director of the national electric company, Osmarou 
Idani, was one of those arrested, as was an earlier 
minister of justice, Raymond Poda, and the former 
minister of higher education, Valere Some. In addition, 
there are at least four other men among the detainees 
who had no particular political positions. 


The big question remaining is whether Basile Guissou, 
the former minister of information, is in hiding or also at 
the gendarmerie. Officials insist that they were looking 
for him but two people claim to have seen him at the 
gendarmerie. Foreign visitors have been turned away 
without answers to their questions. 


This latest series of arrests is an attempt by the new 
authorities in Burkina Faso to nip opposition in the bud. 
One government spokesman says the arrests are linked to 
the poltiical leaflets denouncing Compaore which have 
been circulating in Ouagadougou. [end recording] 


Ghana 


Foreign Ministry Condemns Palestinian Killings 
AB222119 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 22 Dec 87 


[Text] Ghana has condemned the callous and unhuman 
killings of peaceful demonstrators including women and 
children in the occupied Arab territory by Israeli forces. 
A statement issued today in Accra by the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs on the situation said the Palestinians 
have not committed any offense, but are exercising their 
rights of legitimate protest against the degrading and 
unhuman condition they have been subjected to during 
years of Israeli occupation and suppression. The state- 
ment called on the international community to act in 
consonance with the Security Council to bring an imme- 
diate end to the current wave of atrocities in the territo- 


ry. 


The statement further said the Government of Ghana 
has followed with dismay and disbelief the continuing 
brutal campaign of state terrorism and _ repression 
mounted by Israeli forces against the defenseless inhab- 
itants of the occupied territories. Ghana therefore raises 
her voice in protest against the barbaric excesses of those 
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occupation forces. The statement added that the current 
wave of unrest in the occupied territories only goes to 
emphasize the urgent need for holding international 
peace conference with the full participation of the PLO. 


The government reaffirms its support for the right of the 
Palestinian peopple to self-determination and an inde- 
pendent and sovereign homeland of their own in Pales- 
tine. 


Mali 


Foreign Minister Leaves on Three-Nation Tour 
AB161628 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1500 GMT 16 Dec 87 


[Text] Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation 
Minister Modibo Keita left Bamako this morning for 
Burkina Faso, Niger, and Ghana. The Malian foreign 
minister is bearer of messages from the head of state, 
General Moussa Traore, to his counterparts of these 
three countries. Modibo Keita will return to Bamako on 
21 December. 


Niger 


Saibou Addresses Nation on National Day 
AB181138 Niamey Domestic Service in French 1900 
GMT 17 Dec 87 


[Address by Niger President Ali Saibou on the eve of the 
20th anniversary of the proclamation of the Republic of 
Niger on 17 December—recorded] 


[Text] Fellow Niger nationals: The commemoration of 
the 29th anniversary of the proclamation of the Republic 
's taking place at a particularly sad moment in the 
history of our young country. In fact, it coincides with 
the 40th day rites for the demise of our dear and 
lamented president, General Seyni Kountche. Hence- 
forth, we can no longer think of our independence day 
celebrations without linking them with this cruel and 
painful event, thus keeping untainted in our hearts the 
memory of this worthy son of our country who, through 
his exceptional political genius, succeeded for 13 good 
years in imparting to Niger a remarkable political stabil- 
ity, an enviable socioeconomic prosperity that contrib- 
uted to a large extent to instilling in Niger nationals a 
constant attitude of dignity and seriousness in the face of 
the difficulti’s of life. For this reason, he will certainly be 
put on th edestal of our contemporary national histo- 
ry. May Allah give his soul the needed eternal peace. 


For those of us who are still here below, it behooves us to 
continue the work that was begun, to consolidate it and 
prepare the future generation for the coming task under 
the best conditions. This means we must consolidate our 
gains and build on them both in quantity and quality in 
national unity, solidarity, peace, and security. Dear 
brothers and sisters, a new page has thus been opened in 
Niger’s history. A new government has taken over, but 
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still under the auspices of the Supreme Military Council 
and the National Armed Forces, to continue to pursue 
our goals and actions with equanimity, thanks to the 
unanimous trust of our armed forces in us. This unani- 
mous loyalty shown to me by the officers, noncommis- 
sioned officers, and men of the National Armed Forces is 
comforting and I feel you also are involved. I interpret 
this as a further sign of your readiness to help in our 
common actions. This loyalty is an honor not only for 
me, but for the nation as a whole, for the very conditions 
in which we took over show our people’s high sense of 
responsibility, their political maturity, great wisdom, 
and firm determination to further improve national 
unity and cohesion. May God help us so that this 
remarkable attitude shown by Niger nationals in the 
wake of this tragic occasion will be strengthened and 
maintained for the prosperity and influence of our 
country. 


It is therefore with a sincere feeling of pride that I would 
like to pay hommage to our noble and exemplary army 
on behalf of whom I am today the head of state. It is an 
extremely difficult task to step into the shoes of a man of 
Gen Seyni Kountche’s calibre. His temperament, quali- 
ties, [words indistinct], and natural sense of leadership 
place him high above the ordinary man. These virtues I 
have just mentioned contributed to a large extent to his 
brilliant success as Niger head of state. He has left us an 
invaluable heritage that we must seize and nurture. May 
his example and the memory of him inspire and guide us 
ceaselessly on the road to success. 


My dear brothers and sisters, I foresee our success 
written in our national charter inspired by the ideals of 
the National Development Society. This charter will 
constitute the strategy for my policy. The 5-year plan and 
the programs and projects that we have elaborated will 
represent the implementation of the charter. This 
present message, therefore, will neither be a program 
discourse nor a new orientation statement. I would 
simply like to take advantage of this common practice of 
our Republic to indicate to you the fields to which I will 
give particular attention. 


The general context of my takeover, as you know, seems 
unfavorable to brilliant or large-scale actions. The world 
recession continues unabated. The constant deteriora- 
tion of the terms of exchange frustrate us daily in terms 
of not getting the deserved reward for our efforts. The 
serious debt problem continues to be a constant worry to 
us. Other worries include drought, desert encroachment, 
and a population explosion. They all work against our 
legitimate hope for development. To make things worse, 
the present agricultural season has proved to be far from 
successful. This means that our country will be spared no 
difficulties at the end of this 20th century. Above all, this 
means that in order to smile and feel happy, we must put 
in more effort and selflessness, more imagination, and 
know-how. But these difficulties have not in the least 
discouraged us. They rather exalt our patriotism, spirit 
of sacrifice, and sense of brotherly solidarity in building 
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our common destiny. But we shall certainly not succeed 
if every Niger national, whatever his or her social stand- 
ing, does not put into this fight his or her determination 
and personal initiative, for it is evident that what we 
need most is a nationwide initiative. It is through the 
mobilization of all nationals of goodwill and the harness- 
ing of their intelligence and forces that the most effective 
solutions will be found to the difficulties that confront us 
today. 


Dear fellow countrymen and women: I would like to 
reassure you that the general policies of Niger will not 
change. We will pursue the policies of the Supreme 
Military Council whose institutions, like its ideals and 
fundamental goals, still hold. In this regard, our efforts 
will be centered, as in the past, on the greatest preoccu- 
pations of the moment; namely, the protection of our 
ecological system which has been seriously disrupted by 
the joint effects of drought and desert encroachment, the 
search for self-sufficiency in food production without 
which a people are neither free nor respected, birth 
control, and the revival of our economy in order to bring 
Niger without delay up to the level of the prosperous 
nations. At this point I would like to specify for you the 
concrete measures we intend to take in order to attain 
these goals. 


Fellow countrymen and women: First, concerning the 
defense of our ecological system, the amount of rainfall, 
the fertility of the soil, the quality of trees covering the 
soil, and the abundance of worms in the soil essentially 
remains, as you know, the determining factors for agri- 
cultural and pastoral production. It is true that we are 
not blessed with abundant rainfall; it is equally true that 
we are not lacking in terms of the other components. 
Henceforth, their protection constitutes a civic obliga- 
tion for us which is vital for our survival. 


The May 1984 national debate at Maradi which enabled 
us to draw up a master plan for fighting desert encroach- 
ment proves that salvaging actions abound and depend 
on the efforts of our people. We will, therefore, increase 
these efforts by development operations like the [names 
indistinct] projects, which are a perfect demonstration of 
the capacity of our people to recover cultivable land and 
to determine their own destiny. To achieve this, we 
simply must mobilize and make each Nigerois feel 
responsible so that they adopt the problem of desert 
encroachment as their personal problem and demon- 
strate willingness and dignity. To this end, the erection 
of dunes as defense walls, the building of small dams by 
the village dwellers, and reforestation in the form of 
private (?farms) appear to be the short term projects in 
our national fight against drought. Effective efforts will 
be made in this direction. To this end I am immediately 
asking the National Development Council, in its regional 
and subregional institutions, as well as in its local and 
village branches, to pay special attention to such activi- 
ties. Additionally, the (effort) at attaining self-suffi- 
ciency in food production will place more emphasis on 
the cultivation of off-season crops [words indistinct], a 
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real desire to intensify and diversify food production 
with the legitimate aim that Niger will eventually be able 
to export agricultural surpluses. Consequently, it is nec- 
essary to take certain urgent steps to ensure the preser- 
vation and restoration of agricultural, animal, and pas- 
toral potentials, because in fact, our farmers cannot 
continue with the agelong tradition of producing any- 
thing, anywhere, and under any condition to the detri- 
ment of national land that is our patrimony. Today, the 
ancestral methods of food and river cultivation prove 
too grossly insufficient to ensure both modernization 
and the necessary development of our agriculture. We 
cannot, therefore, rely solely on their development, and 
the improvement of the rural world. In any event, it is 
necessary to encourage the rural dwellers to adopt the 
cultivation of new varieties and species that carry higher 
yields and are suited to the particular climatic conditions 
of our country. 


Similarly, it is necessary to review our policy of off-sea- 
son crop production by adopting better adjusted objec- 
tives which take into account the necessary motivation 
of the farmers, especially by multiplying the market 
outlets and by intensifying research in the fields of 
processing and conservation of harvested products. All 
this is impossible unless we direct our strength toward a 
better reorganization of the rural sector through qualita- 
tive technical training and popularization of less expen- 
sive technical and other methods under the supervision 
of professional agronomists who truly accept, as their 
vocation demands, the devotion of themselves to field 
activities rather than to office work and bureaucratic 
jobs for which they obviously were not trained. In this 
way, under their initiative, the establishment of vital 
agricultural credit can be better formulated and imple- 
mented because without agricultural credit cooperative 
societies would remain useless bodies. The government's 
disengagement policy which was launched a few years 
ago would also run the risk of being only an operation of 
economic suicide. 


Finally, concerning the commercialization of agricul- 
tural products, our policies in this field are still relatively 
inefficient. In fact, organizations created for this purpose 
are simply inoperative. It is also necessary to admit that 
the disturbances brought to the national market by 
smuggling from neighboring countries has strongly con- 
tributed to the failure of this system. Therefore, an 
objective reevaluation of the structural adjustment pro- 
gram has become a necessity. Because, obviously, the 
free play on the market under very abnormal price 
conditions brought about by fraudulent importations 
cannot encourage us to pursue for long this ruinous and 
very frustrating experience. 


My dear countrymen, the third phase of the actions that 
I intend to pursue concerns the delicate problem of 
population growth. In this respect, we can no longer 
reasonably claim not to know the tragic effects of our 
population growth on the economic future of our coun- 
try. By the year 2000, Niger’s population will reach 10 
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million. We would, therefore, have to base our annual 
food reserve forecasts on a population density of 45 
persons per sq km of arable land. As you can see, our 
food aid requirement, already too large in 1987, would 
reach such heights that it would be unattainable. Under 
these conditions, what would be the objective potential 
production capacity of our economy? At this time [words 
indistinct] near, to meet our needs, even if the essential 
bases still remain to be laid. For the moment in any case, 
nothing permits us to say that any country has made a 
gesture in this regard. This is why our policies will more 
than ever follow the guidelines and spirit of the speech 
made by President Seyni Kountche at Matchini in Feb- 
ruary 1985, as well as the conclusions of the Kolo 
seminar which was held on the theme of population 
control. The 1987-91 5-year plan has, moreover, defined 
the program of action: The spacing of births and raising 
the age for first marriages were the essential points. 
However, these measures can be implemented only 
through increased information and awareness. In order 
to encourage frequent, systematic consultation with fam- 
ily planning services we have already envisaged its 
expansion to the remainder of the country. This does 
not, however, mean that we intend to discard our social 
realities, nor the values of civilization. But, one must 
also know how to adapt oneself and keep up with the 
times. This is why laws on contraception and abortion 
will soon be promulgated, so that some relief can be 
given to the painful problems of seduced and abandoned 
young girls. 


My dear brothers and sisters, the economic situation 
evidently appears to be the major problem to which all 
our priority efforts must be devoted. In fact, the eco- 
nomic crisis constitutes a plague from which each of us 
daily suffers its depressing and revolting effects. This is 
why we justifiably accord it all our attention. In any case, 
you are aware of the progress that has been made in the 
search for solutions. Unfortunately, with the reversals of 
the uranium market, which has gradually led to a dra- 
matic fall in budgetary income, state investments have 
fallen to the lowest levels, which in turn brought about 
continued readjustments of employment and business 
throughout the entire national territory. This has 
resulted in the intensification of rigor in the manage- 
ment of public finances, the blocking of renumerations 
and salaries, as well as the drastic limitation of foreign 
loans. These measures, which are part of the structural 
adjustment program, received the technical and finan- 
cial support of international financial organizations. But 
evidently, the simple measures of financial readjust- 
ment, recommended and implemented through our 
structural adjustment programs, cannot, alone, bring 
about the economic take-off that we expect. This is why 
the significant economic recovery program has been 
drawn up to exploit and fructify the excellent results 
achieved in the past, because obviously the revamping of 
the economy remains the ultimate goal of the austerity 
and rigor imposed on and accepted with so much dignity 
by the Niger people. To achieve this, we will opt for a 
policy of volunteerism, that is, a policy which aims at 
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accelerating growth in order to stem the constant fall in 
the standard of living, a slowdown to which we have 
been aspiring these past years. In concrete terms, how do 
we intend to achieve this? It will be done by improving 
our agricultural potential, which I have just spoken 
about; through the proliferation of small water dams, 
production increases, and by the search and develop- 
ment, where necessary, of outlets both within and out- 
side the country. It will be a question of better organiza- 
tion [words indistinct] for our economy and 
entrepreneurs. It will also be a question of improving the 
competitiveness and quality/price ratio of our national 
products, by setting up tax relief measures to promote 
the profitability of private productive investments. 
Finally, it will be a question of striving to rapidly 
eliminate these administrative obstacles which tend to 
discourage initiatives and thwart economic promotion 
without really promoting the productive activity for 
which they were meant. In order to relieve our economy 
of the heavy weight the informal, traditional sector has 
On it, we must create an environment which is favorable 
to the reconversion of national cadres into competent 
and experienced businessmen. We must reduce the 
encroaching paternalism of the state on the economy and 
encourage individual motivation. This is, in a nutshell, 
the outline of the program that we are preparing to 
pursue through the systematic implementation of the 
1987-1991 5-year plan of which you know that the 
essential [words indistinct] intentions. 


My dear countrymen, concerning our civil service, the 
National Charter, which was recently adopted by our 
people, expressed the urgent need for its reform with the 
aim of reinforcing the Society for Development, because 
the civil service should, above all, place itself at the 
service of the nation’s development. But to reform itself 
in the desired direction, the civil service must deal with 
interlocutors who know their rights. It is less likely to 
fulfill their (?demands) promptly and totally. In this 


regard, [passage indistinct]. 


In this way, the creation of an administrative organ, 
whose main aim is to enadle the civil service to deal 
exclusively with itself—considering the life or opinion of 
the popular masses as secondary and unimportant—can 
be avoided. Of course, at the same time a reform of the 
civil service and an effective decentralization of the role 
of the service should be undertaken. Thus a career in the 
civil service should be reviewed, because it should be 
seen as a process [words indistinct] according to the 
individual, but in which the progressive acquisition of 
experience and the transfer of this experience to the 
younger generation through appropriate training 
remains the final objective. 


Yet, evidently, our civil service, in this regard, suffers 
from inadmissible shortcomings—rapid promotions for 
cadres to positions of high responsibility, often without 
being confirmed by the government, make certain 
appointments tantamount to premature promotion. And 
yet promotion should serve as a form of compensation 
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and stimulation and therefore an award for the efficiency 
of civil servants who should aspire to professional devo- 
tion and the engagement of aptitudes and values in a 
healthy competition. We should therefore know that 
such a promotion depends on a career marked by per- 
formance and not only by partners [words indistinct]. In 
any case, henceforth we will rigorously see to it that 
promotions are given to cadres of the administration 
whose performance truly merits such a promotion. It will 
therefore no longer be a matter of appointing adminis- 
trative leaders only through their personal relations with 
political authorities. 


Fellow Niger nationals, the preservation of the assets of 
Niger will not be possible without a solid education of 
the youth to enable them to take over from us success- 
fully. You already know that they form 60 percent of the 
Niger population and you also know that it is through 
their ability to adapt to and initiate changes that we will 
be able to achieve the future aspirations of our people. 
To achieve success, they must be adequately trained, for 
training has become one of the main challenges of our 
time in the face of the many dark vicissitudes. As such, 
we must quickly continue and complete the reflection on 
the reform of our basic education. In fact, in spite of the 
great sacrifices made over the past 14 years to improve 
this sector, the literacy rate hardly reaches 20 percent. 
Even worse, this unacceptable stagnation is indicative of 
an evident and preoccupying decline in the standard and 
quality of our education. This results in a spectacular 
social [words indistinct] the educational system which 
produces delinquents at an alarming rate, thus preparing 
them to be future criminals. We must therefore act 
immediately, if we do not want to add to our existing 
problems, one of the most irremediable social ills. The 
educational system must therefore be completely and 
thoroughly reviewed, to make it more compatible with 
our development concerns. Our training methods must 
be changed, taking into consideration our employment 
conditions and the development prospects of our econ- 
omy. It is imperative for us to set up a retraining 
program for our educated youth, who roam our streets 
today, and who soon will be (?haunting) our nights. We 
must identify lucrative activities that are likely to help 
rehabilitate them. 


Fellow citizens of Niger, in the political field, we reaf- 
firm our desire to respect public freedom in accordance 
with the provisions of the National Charter. But this 
does not mean that we will tolerate disorder or anarchy. 
It is within this context that the recent measure of 
clemency should be seen. To this end, with effect from 
today, we decree a general amnesty for all Niger nation- 
als implicated in various political affairs. Also, all the 
protagonists of the 6 October 1983 events will soon be 
tried in order to place them in a judicial situation which 
conforms to the spirit and the letter of our National 
Charter. By doing this, we express our desire to work for 
a true national reconciliation in order to ensure the 
mobilization of all our intelligence and energy for the 
only battle that is worth fighting, that of nation building. 
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As for the Supreme Military Council [CMS] and the 
National Armed Forces, nation building means effort, 
initiative, and continued action, through which each 
citizen of Niger will try to achieve the well-being of his 
country. 


Political debates, which for many of you remain the 
privileged way of democracy, must not appear only as a 
means of surfacing personal quarrels. This is why we will 
continue to ensure that these debates are held within the 
framework of the local development authorities, 
designed and established by all our people, because in 
the long run we have only development problems to 
solve. We have only programs and metiiuds of work to 
discuss and to adopt. The only problems we have to solve 
concern the rural world, to which the vast majority of 
our people belong. In any case, our choice remains 
pragmatism and solid decency which characterizes the 
vast majority of our fellow countrymen. Consequently, 
we have no right to dream, and even less right to indulge 
in the idealism of the well-to-do. 


Concerning the process for the return to normal consti- 
tutional rule, directives have been given to the chairman 
of the National Development Council to undertake 
immediate elections for village, local, and regional coun- 
cils. The council has been given a period of 3 months to 
do this. 


Simultaneously, a committee of reflection will be estab- 
lished to draft the constitution. This committee, drawing 
its inspiration from the National Charter, will, before the 
deadline, adopt the fundamental options and the modal- 
ities for the setting up of a constitutional committee 
charged with proposing a draft constitution to the gov- 
ernment. This means that the Supreme Military Council 
and the National Armed Forces, faithful to their oath 
and to their commitment, will not renounce the grandest 
tasks for which the Niger people alune will want [words 
indistinct] accountable before history. 


Now, concerning public rumors, cleverly orchestrated 
and directed by evil-minded persons in the capital, it is 
time to put an end to their undermining work which 
publicly soils the most [word indistinct] members of our 
community. It is time for these people to understand that 
the nonsense they have been talking can be harmful to 
those who have achieved success in social life. These 
people are displeased by and jealous of this success. They 
remain the worst obstacles to the achievement of 
progress and development toward which we all have the 
right to aspire. Let them know, therefore, that the CMS 
will henceforth not follow anybody on this path of 
indignity and hatred. It will instead follow the path of 
rewarded effort, for, the present time belongs to people 
who are determined to rise in the society, through their 
intelligence and their talents. Therefore, we would advise 
those who indulge in these rumors to keep their mean- 
ness and their slander to themselves. 
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Citizens of Niger, I now come to our foreign policy. You 
know the principle of [word indistinct] that governs it. 
You know that thanks to this principle our country has 
earned a solid reputation for dignity and credibility, both 
in Africa and in the rest of the world. Therefore, we do 
not want to change our foreign policy. It fully responds to 
the aspirations of our people, who love justice and peace 
for themselves and for all nations of the world. In Africa 
and beyond our continent, we shall therefore pursue our 
policy of friendship and cooperation, in the mutual 
respect of political options and economic choices. 
Within the international and intergovernmental organi- 
zations to which we belong, we shall continue to militate 
and to work, with faith, toward the realization of the 
ideals and objectives that prevailed at their creation. 


We shall also continue to call on the kind assistance of 
the international community in our permanent battle 
against hunger and poverty. I want to take this opportu- 
nity to renew the gratitude of our people to the friendly 
countries and the international organizations that have 
always assisted us in our efforts in the face of the great 
challenges of our times. I call on them to pursue their 
highly appreciated activities in our country, because 
these activities happily complement our own efforts to 
achieve growth and development for our country. 


My dear brothers and sisters, as I come to the end of this 
review of the main points of our general policies, I call on 
you to work together with all the active forces of the 
nation, to increase production with equanimity. I hope 
that the present and future tasks will not prove greater 
than our strength and our abilities. Our people have, on 
many occasions, demonstrated their ability to surpass, 
mobilize, and commit themselves, and this rare virtue 
must continue to characterize all our actions. This is the 
only way to salvation—the way of happiness and dignity. 
Let us therefore banish hatred, regionalism, nepotism, 
and remain a people who know forgiveness, tolerance, 
and have brotherly love. Let us release our talents, our 
desires, and our energies in order to achieve together our 
dream of old, that of a prosperous and peaceful Niger. 


Long live the Republic, long live Niger! 
Nigeria 


Detained American, Swiss Nationals Released 
AB222024 Paris AFP in French 1853 GMT 22 Dec 87 


[Text] Lagos, 22 Dec (AFP)—Three foreign nationals 
detained since July 1987 have left the Nigerian territory 
following their release, it was pointed out in a statement 
issued on 22 December by the Nigerian Justice Ministry. 


The three foreigners—one American, Herbert Cecil 
Rooks, and two Swiss nationals, Michel Piguet and 
Sylvain Stragiott—had been accused of arms trafficking 
upon their arrival in Nigeria as body guards for several 
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businessmen of the Swiss Oil Group PANOCO. Their 
arrest was reportedly connected to a “debt” owed by a 
branch of the group, Pan Ocean Oil, based in Geneva 
and operating in Nigeria. This company was publicly 
accused this year of not paying up its $150 million oil 
dues, reliable sources pointed out. 
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The Swiss ambassador to Nigeria, Anton Greber, on 17 
November this year handed over to the Nigeian Foreign 
Ministry a message expressing his government’s concern 
over the fate of its two nationals. Four days earlier, the 
Swiss Federal Foreign Ministry had formally protested 
to the Nigerian Embassy in Bern against the “unjusti- 
fied” detention of the two Swiss nationals. 
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